
E TAIRE 
ÉE E 

EOR G ES BOHY 

Dear Sir, 

GSTAAD-SUISSE 

EUROPEAN P RLI 
UNION 

Secrétalre G4n6ral : 
C UDENHOVE-KAlERG I 

I enclose a report on the European Parliamentary Con
gress that promises to be a milestone on the road to a united 
Europe. 

All of Europe is represented by splendid Delegations. 
Only the Netherlands, with their quota of 10 Delegates, are 
~ardly represented, owing to ths great national events that 
are taking place at that period in your country. 

We all understand weIl this difficulty for you and your 
colleagues to come to Interlaken. But on the other hand we 
all v'ould deeply regret to see the. Netherlands not playing 
their lue part at this preliminary Parliament of Europe. 

I therefore appeal to yOll to do the utmost either to 
co~e personally to Interlaken or to persuade some of your 
colleagues to do so in the interest of your country, of 
Europe and the world! 

Annex: 
Report 
Program 
Information 
Card 

Very sincerely yours 

© NA, 2.05.117, Buitenlandse Zaken, blok 1, 1945-1954 (Nationaal Archief, Den Haag) inv.nr. 16857
http://resources.huygens.knaw.nl/europeseintegratie/doc/D00232



I NFO R hl A T ION 

for the Delegates 

Second E U ROP E ANP A R L I A ~1 ENT A R Y CON G R E S S 

INT E R LAK EN, September 10 to 4.~ 1948. 

1) D +" ura 'J10Tl.:.. 

The Parliamentary Assembly meets on yvednesd;§.YJ~J2tember lst at 
2.30 pe m. and closes on §aturd8y, SeB-te~~~r 4th at 5 p.m~ 

2) Votes 
Ea ch National Delegation dispOS8S of a number of votes corresponding 
to one million of i ts national population 1 ol" 'f:r&ction exceeding fi ve 
hundred thousand. Countries having a population of less tbBu"1 500'000 
are entitled to one vote. 
The numbsT of National Delegates is independant from the nQmber of 
nation2.l votes. On the eventual proposal of the national Cornmittees, 
the ~1embers of ea ch country shall, if necessary, ' decide upon the dis
tribution of the votes at each Session of the Assembly. 

3) Accomodations and E~pen8es ~ 
In view of the cUTrency restrietions which exist in many countries 9 

a Swiss Committee h a s raised the necessary funds to reduce the ex
penses of the Delegations at Interlaken during the Congress. 
This Con®ittee will assurs the exnenses for accomodations for a 
quota of Delegates from every nationa1 Dele gation, not exc eeding the 
number of i ts natj_ona l votes. 
These expenses include: room 9 thre e meals a day, service and t axes. 
All other expens es (travel, drinks and other ex tras) are at ths 
clmrge of the Dele gates. 
All :Members of a Dele gation beyond t h e quota of national vot e s will 
have te provi de t hemselvss fo r the expenses of t he i r a ceomodations 9 

accor ding to t h e r educed t arifs of t hs I nterlaken Hot els. All persons 
acc ompaniing Delegate s a nd all other guests of the Congress 8 T. 8 al so 
reque s t e d t o mee t their a cc omo da tions and other expens es. 
The Gr and Hot el Victoria - Jungfrau ha s been r ese rved for the De l e
gations. 

4) Arri~al ~nd Depar ture . 
The De l egate s a r e reque sted to inform the Gen e r a l Secretari ate at 
Gsta a d of t he exac t hour of their arr ival and depa rture by t rain , 
a ir Ol" car .-

Ths General Secre tar i ate 
of the European Parliamentar y Uni on 

Gs t aad, Switzerl and 

.hU.f~st 7, 1948. 



A PARLIA M ENT 

~D:J.OP3AJ:J P ARLIAMENTARY UNION 
S:r:;CRZTARY GENERAL: R. COUDENHOVE- KALERGI 

GSTAAD - SiiITZERLAND 

o F T H E U N I T E D STA T E S 

OF EUROPE 

On September 1, a preliminary Parliament of the United States of 
Europe willopen its session. 

This Parliament will be composed of Members of Parliament from 
all nations living between the Pyrenees and the Iron Curtain. 
The Delegates from every national Parliament will dispose of a 
number of votes ccrresponding to the number of millions of their 
national population. Thus Great Britain has 48 votes, Italy 47, 
France 42, Bolgium _8 .and Switzerlru1d 4 votes. 

Most Delegations have been elected by.the National .Cornmittees of 
the European Parliamentary Union, representing the M.P.t s favora
bIe to European Union. A recent enquete, organized by the E.P.U., 
has given evidence of the fact that within the Parliaments of 
France, Italy, Greece, Belgium, Switzerland, the Netherlands and 
Luxembourg there are aosolute ma~örities favorable to European 
Federation, within the other European Parliaments relati~~ majo
r i ties .. Thus t he 250 parliamentary Delegates meeting at Tnterla
ken will be entit1ed to speak as representa.tives of the 250 Mil
lions of fr ee Europeans, 

This Eur opean Parliamentary Congress of Interlaken has two main 
ob ject i vesa The fir st is to urge the i mmediat e convocation of a 
Constituant Assembly f or Europe , elected by the national Parlia
ment s t o draft a f eder al Constitution of Evxope. The second ob
jective is to reach an agreement upon t he main principles of this 
c onstitution fl 

The tdea of a Const i tuant As sembl y for Europe el eot ed by i ts par~ 
li2~ents has been launched by the First European Parliamentary 
Congr es s that met l a st September at Gstaad . Meanwhile , t his i dea 
has made t r omendous headwayo Tt has been propos èd and di scussed 
within a nQ~ber of national Parliaments, for instancc in the Hou
se of Commons and t he French National Assembly. It has been taken 
u.p by t he Congress of Eur ope at the Hague, co-sponsor ed by the 
Eu.:ropean Parliamentary Union. Finally G-eorges BIDAULT, in t he 
name of t he French Governu.~r~' 7 propoeod at the last Con~crcnc~ 
of t hc ForeigJ.'l Hi nisters of the \ive s-'cern Europe , t o organlze thlS 
European Assembly,> 

Thc prob1em of a Federal Const i tut ion for Europe h8.S boon st udi od 
for 3. J ear by the European Par1iamentary Union and i ts Juridic 2.J 
Corrunit·teo lJ.J:lder thc Chairmanshin of Françoi s de MENTHON, f ormer 
Hinist er of Franc e . DE ~!IENTHON has drafted a Consti -Cution for Eu
r o:pc ; an.'Jther draf t has be en e1abore"tcd by thw Bri tish Vice -Pre
s i dGnt of -th·) Buyopean Parliamer:.t: ary Uni on, R'o \V "G., r!Iack(~~".1 wbo 
w." ll 1;. e a l~ t~1e B:-itish Del egation at Int er18ken . 
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!he Interlaken Congrcss will coordinate these various drafts to 
establish a basis of discussion for thc Constituant Assembly. 
Among the Europcan rH.p. 's coming to Interlaken are the French Vice
President of the European Parliamcntary Union, René Coty, who at 
present is Minister for Reconstruction. Three other Members of the 
French Government will accompany him; Pierre Schneiter, Minister 
of Hcalth; François Pflimlin,. ~.~inister of Agr'iculture and M. Maro
sell:i" Sccretary of State for the Veterans. Arnong the Members of 
thc Italian Delcgation, hcaded by the Italian Vice-President of the 
E.P.U. Enzo Giacchero, are the President of the Senate, Bonomi, 
and of the House, Gronchi. Also thc former Prime-Minister Parri, 
Chairman of the E.P.U. senate group. The former Minister of Greece, 
Leon Maccas, First Vice-President of the E.P.U. will head the Greek 
Dclegation, including four former Members of Government. At the 
head of the Turkish Dclcgates is M. Suut Kemal Yetkin.,7 of the Äu
strian Dclegation the former Minister Edward Ludwig, Chairman of 
the Foreign Rclations Committec of the Austrian Parliament; 
Dr. Ernest Boerlin will lead thc Swiss Delcgates. 
All eleven Parliaments of Western Germany as wcll as thc Parlia
ment of the Saar will be rcprcsented. Among the German H.P.'s are 
the socialist Minister of Public-Instruction of pre-hitlerite Prus
sia, Adolf Grimme, and the cathblic Mayor of Cologne, Conrad Aden-:-
auer. 
This first Parliamcnt of thc United Statcs of Europe will be pre
si~ed by Georges Bogt , President of thc European Parliamentary. 
Un~on, who is also airman of the Socialist Group of the Belglan 
Chamber; within his D.elegation are throc Belgian Ministers d'Etat. 
Thc Secretary General of the Congress, Richard Coudonhove-Kalergi, 
Foundcl' of thc Europcan Po.rliamcntary Union, wilT ba thc only non-· 
parliamentarian to participatc at thc work of thc Interlaken Par
liament of Europe. -

, 



PROGRAM 

of the Second 

E U ROP E A N .p A R L I A MEN T A R Y CON G R E S S 

I N T ER L AKEN 

from Wedne sday , September lst to Saturday, September 4th 1948 

T 
. L. • 

Tiffi E1JROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY C01JNC IL meets at the --- _. 
Grand Hote1 Jungfrau, on Monday, Àugust 30 th. 

Mo~day, A~gust 30 . 

3 p.m . Mee ting . of the Oouncil w=tth thc Organisation 
Committee . 

Me eting of · the Juridica1 Committee. 

Tuesday, AU.2;Us t 31. 
. - "'---~----

9 a..ID . "'Ir t· }:lee l ng of the Counci l 

Meeting of the juridj_cal 'Commi ttee. 

3 p.ID Meeting of the Delegations Committee 
with the Organisation Committee 

Meeting of the Juridical Committee. 

September 1. 

9 a .moMeeting of the Couneil with the Juridical 
Committee 

NLeet ing of the Delegation·s. Commtttee 

11 a .. m. Meeting of the Council and the three 
COI11..mittees with the Representative'S of the 
Press, at the Press- Office of the Congress. 
(Kursaal) . ' . 
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TIE EUROPEAN .PARL1AMENTARY ASSEMBLY 
September lst. at the Kursaa·l. 

Wednesday, Septe~ber 1. 

2 .. 30 p.m. Ope!ling S·èssion: 

1 • . Opening addresses. 

opens on Wednesday, 

2. : Consti tution of the Congres.s-Bureau. 

3. Admissi on of new Membres ,. 

4. Report on the activities o~ the E. P. U~ 

5. Regulations fo.r the Assembly. 

6. ' By-laws of the E. P. U. . 

7 p.m. Banquet at the Victoria'Hotel presented by 

' the Municipal Council, the Hotelkeeper's 

Association and the. Society of Developement 

of Interl~ken. ( No evening dr~ss ) . . 

9 .15 p .m. Fólklore evening , at the · Kursaal. 

ThursdaYt ' September 2. 

9 a.m. Principles of a European Constitution . 

2 . 30 p.m. Principles 'of a Euro pean Constitution. 



triday. September 3. 

9 a.m. Princi.ples of a European Constitution 

2.30 p.m. Discussion Session: 

The Congress will splot up in sections to 

discuss a paper on. the follovdng subjects. 

The paper to be circu.lated b8forehand, and 

the wrotpr to introduce tbe discussion shortly: 

1. Agriculture in a United Europe 

2. A European Currency 

3. A European Billof Rights 

4e Obstacles to European Federation 

Saturday, September 4. 

9 aoffi . Organisation of a European Assembly. 

2.30 p~m. Closing Se~~Q~ 

1. Election of the Council. 

2 . Cooperation with other organisations. 

30 General Buisiness. 

4. Closing Speaches. 

5 p.m. Press - Conference. 

Press - Offtce, Kursaal. 

* 


