Rome, July 28th 1952

Dear JMr.Acheson,

-

: You have learned of the proceedings of the recent meeting
in Paris of the six Foreign Ministers.

Following ﬁr Schuman's suggestion of Saarbrucken as seat
of the steel and coal oommualty, I urged my colleagues not to miss this
opportunity of arriving at an understanding between France and Germany on
the Saar problem. It was, I pointed out, an imperative necessity in the
. direct interests not only of the Community itself but of the peace and
e K3 leral future of Europe.

T A8 you are aware, talks have already started between the French
aﬁ ihe Germans in Paris. I do not expect the negotiations will be easy,

. the support of the American author:.ty and friendship would be invalua-
MM, I expect the German Chancellor perticularly will need encouragement
o ﬁ ‘overcome opposition in his country. You are doubtless following the

; 'j ,, mgpﬁgatj.ana in Paris, and your keen sense will suggest how and when to
‘lend your assistance.

bers of the European Defence Community will devote our most
%o this problem. Ratification of the European Defence
; with difficulties of varioué kinds also in other coun-
; mentioned to you the difficulties that we mould en-

R —
Amla‘tien of the Trieste questlon were not on its

]ﬁm dear Mr, Acheson,
 Yours very sincerely

F.T0 DE GASPERI
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