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German o p i n i o n on the Schn.ian P l a n 

An attempt i s made i n t h i s note t o summarise Geiman r e a c t i o n s to 

the Schuman P l a n , p a r t i c u l o r l y those o f D r . Schumacher and the S o c i a l 

Democratic p a r t y and o f the German i n d u s t r i a l i s t s . I t should 

however be borne i n mind that i t i 3 seldom p o s s i b l e w h o l l y to 

d i s t i n g u i s h c r i t i c i s m of the Schuman P l a n as such from c r i t i c i s m o f 

the German p r o p o s a l s (now accepted by the h i g h Commission) which 

a f f e c t the r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f the German c o a l and s t e e l i n d u s t r i e s 

on 

the Schuman PLan i t s e l f ("combined ownership" and the German c o a l 

s a l e s o r g a n i s a t i o n ) . 

2• D r . Schumacher and the S . P . D . 

D r . Schumacher's o p p o s i t i o n to the p l a n no doubt d e r i v e s t o a 

l a r g o extent from h i s d e s i r e t o oppose anything h e a r t i l y supported by 

che F e d e r a l C h a n c e l l o r , and from a m i s t r u s t o f any scheme so 

e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y backed by the c a p i t a l i s t Americans . Ajrorfr"tarigible 

p o i i . t o f c r i t i c i s m i s t h a t the Trade Unions have been g i v e n an 

i n s u f f i c i e n t r o l e i n the Schuman EL an i n s t i t u t i o n s . D r . Schumacher's 

"main c r i t i c i s m r e l a t e s however tc what he b e l i e v e s t o be the motive 

u n d e r l y i n g the Schuman p l a u : he f e a r s t h a t the H i g h A u t h o r i t y w i l l 

i n h e r i t the p o l i c y o f the Ruhr A u t h o r i t y , and w i l l bo animated by the 

F r e n c h d e s i r e to perpetuate c o n t r o l over the German, heavy i n d u s t r i e s , 

t o weaken t h e i r c o n c e n t r a t i o n and reduce t h e i r c o m p e t i t i v e poWer, 

and t o e x p l o i t German r e s o u r c e s i n the i n t e r e s t o f F r e n c h i n d u s t r i e s . 

As t h e r e i s l i k e l y to be e n l y one Gorman r o p r e s e n t a t i / e on the H i g h 

A u t h o r i t y , Do. Schumacher f e a r s t h a t i t s " d i c t a t o r i a l power" over raw 

m a t e r i a l s and investment w i l l be used to servo those ends, w i t h 
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d i s a s t r o u s r e s u l t s on the German economy, ihu s o c i a l d i s i n t e g r a t i o n 

and unemployment which w i l l r e s u l t from the German Government's 

acceptance, i n the context o f the Schuman PLan, of r e s t r i c t i o n s on 

"combined economy" and the d i s s o l u t i o n o f che c o a l s a l e s o r g a n i s a t i o n 

a r e , i n h i s v i e w , a f o r e t a s t e o f the consequences o f the i n t e g r a t i o n 

of German heavy i n d u s t r y i n the Schuman FL an area on a b a s i s of 

i n e q u a l i t y . D r . Schumacher a l ? o b e l i e v e 3 t h a t the P l a n would be 

e c o n o m i c a l l y unsound w i t h o u t the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f B r i t a i n and 4 

S c a n d i n a v i a , and -would merely r e s u l t i n a c l o s e r a s s o c i a t i o n o f 

Germany w i t h the c o u n t r i e s o f Europe where i n h i s view " c a p i t a l i s m , 

c l e r i c a l i s m and c a r t e l s " , w i t h t h e i r a t tendant h i g h unemployment and 

low income f i g u r e s , are rampant. D r . Schumacher i s a l s o extremely 

s u s p i c i o u s about the p o s i t i o n of the Saar i n the Schuman scheme: he 

r e a c t e d p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r o n g l y t o a p i o p o s a i ( s i n c e denied) of the 

Soar M i n i s t e r - P r e s i d e n t t h a t the Saar should have separate 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , which he d e s c r i b e d as a F r e n c h attempt w t o p r i s e the-

Saar l o o s e from Germar»} " and "a slax) i n the face f o r the European 

i d e a " . He has subsequently demanded a f u l l debate on the Saar question 

before the C h a n c e l l o r leaves f o r the d i s c u s s i o n s which are to precede 

s i g n a t u r e u f the T r e a t y , rind ha3 o b j e c t e d t o any arrangement by which 

the Saar would be a d m i t t e d t o the P l a n o r would become an assoc iate 

member. \ L i k e w i s e , he would o b j e c t to F r a n c e ' s s i g n i n g the Treaty on 

b e h a l f o r the S a a r , as t h i s would l a t e r be adduced as p r o o f of France*a 

p o l i t i c a l g u a r d i a n s h i p o f the S a a r ' s i n t e r e s t s . 

3# The S . P . D . p r e s s has r e - e c h o e d D r . Schumacher's c r i t i c i s m s , adding 

t h a t , concr'ary t o the a s s e r t i o n s o f the F e d e r a l C h a n c e l l o r , the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n o f Schuman H a n c o m p l i c a t i o n s had i n f a o t worsened the 

p o s i t i o n o f the German Government i n i t s e f f o r t s to preserve the 

p r i n c i p l e o f combined ownership and the German c o a l s a l e s organisat ion . ' 

4* The German i n d u s t r i a l i s t s 

The f e e l i n g s o f the Gorman i n d u s t r i a l i s t s about the Schuman Plan 

are e \ i d o n t l y mixed. Oh the one hand there i 3 s t i l l the t a c i t h pa 

t h a t the P l a n w i l l p ive them i n the l o n g run an o p p o r t u n i t y to assert 
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t • — c > • ' cue tie ivy m.i r i o a of Western iSur po, and they have 

r e f r a i n e d i'rom eny u t r i - fit condemnation. On the other hand, t h e y are 

n a t u r a l l y f a r from ha:py at the cotmrroinise over combined economy and 

the c o a l s a l e s or^anicati n ond have c o n s i d e r a b l e d. ubtr whether the 

s t r u c t u r e p r o v i d e d under the T r e a t y i n i t s l a t e s t form - w i l l not l e a d 

to an o b j e c t i o n a b l e degree o f d i r i g i s m e . T h e i r f e a r s , expressed i n a 

nunber o f i n s p i r e d newspaper a r t i c l e s , are t h a t the Xylan v ; i l l leaQ to 

the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a c e n t r a l i s e d bureaucracy, i n t e r f e r i n g i n the 

d e t a i l s o f management, J T ' f o i n ^ e t c . , they would n a t u r a l l y have 

much p r e f e r r e d a d e c e n t r a l i s e . t i o n of powers to p r o d u c e r s 1 a s s c c i a t i o n s 

in r e g i o n a l a r e a s . The ramo e r i i c l o a show that they a t t a c h g r e a t 

importance to the q u e s t i o n f vot ing-pr . for i n the H i g h A u t h o r i t y : 

they w i l l do t h ' a i r best t o h i n d e r any arrangement s i m i l a r to t h a t o f 

the I n t e r n a t i o n a l A u t h o r i t y f o r the Ruhr , t h e r e b y Germany c o u l d be 

permanently outvoted ny her l ' r e n c h and Benelux x^artners, and are 

suggest ing t h a t votes should be weighted a c c o r d i n g t o the amount o f 

the c o a l and s t o o l r e s o u r c e s w h i c h each x^articipdn 1 - c o u n t r y b r i n g s to 

the p o o l . On t h i s p o i n t , the views o f German i n d u s t r i a l i s t s and 

D r . Schumacher appear to c o i n c i d e , at a x^rest-conference h e l d on 

9':h A p r i l , D r . Schumacher complained t h a t Germany was not g i v e n her 

due r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n the G e n e r a l Assembly on the H i g h A u t h o r i t y . 

She produced y,% o f the c o a l and 3B> o f the s t o o l o f the Schuman plan 

b l o c k , yet she r e c e i v e d o n l y 2ljfo o f the membership of the G e a e r a l 

Assembly and o n l y a s i n g l e member on the H i g h A u t h o r i t y ( t h i s i s the 

f i r s t that has been hoard hero about these f i g u r e s ) . 

5« ProBpeofro of G-or man r a t i f i c a t i o n 

I n r p i t o o f t h i s opx-oai t i n , t h e r e i s a r e a s o n a b l y good chance o f 

r a t i f i c a t i o n o f the T r e a t y by the German Parliament» The two l i n e s o f 

op]X>sit ion c a n c e l each o t h e r out to some e x t e n t . I f t h e S o c i a l 

Democrats, as i s x>robable, s t i c k f i r m l y to t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n a l a t t i t u d e , 

i t w i l l be the e a s i e r f o r the F e d e r a l C h a n c e l l o r to persuade the Free 

Democrats ( o r L i b e r a l s ) , who i n main r e p r e s e n t the German i n d u s t r i a l i s t 

i n t e r e s t s , to accept the p o l i t i c o ! n e c e s s i t y of s i g n i n g the T r e a t y i n 

s p i t e o f oconomio d i s a d v a n t a g e s , and thus to preserve the 
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c o a l i t i o n f r o n t . I f the i n d u s t r i a l i s t i n t e r e s t p e r s i s t e d i n i t s 

o p p o s i t i o n i n the F e d e r a l P a r l i a m e n t , i t would ease ( though not 

n e c e s s a r i l y secure) a change o f f r o n t by the S o c i a l Democrats. 

F o r the purpose of k e e p i n g the Frge Democrats i n l i n e , much depends 

on whether the Germans can seouro a n y t h i n g thai; can be r e p r e s e n t e d 

as a c o n c e s s i o n at the f o r t h c o m i n g M i n i s t e r i a l n e g o t i a t i o n s on 

p r o c e d u r a l and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p o i n t s , and on whether the F e d e r a l * 

C h a n c e l l o r can indicate that some u n d e r s t a n d i n g has been reached 

about the d i s s o l u t i o n o f the 7uhr A u t h o r i t y * 

14 APR 

\ 


