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CONFIDRNTIAL.
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Your telcgrams Nos.139 and 1,0: and my telcgram No, 368,
[all of 16th April: Schuman Plan and Germen Industrial Controls].

The text of the letter which the French propose to send

to the Germans gocs considerably further than we were led toi: v
believe in' the Study Group or than Ministers were: aware when;w:ﬁ%
they: took their deeision. To lay it dovm as en axiom B
(paragraph 3) that arrangements which have been tripartitely 43
agrecd conflict with proposals under the Schuman Planhftbﬂyv}‘;a
tho othor Occupying Powers ore not party and with t "! 0l
operations of which they arc not fully femilior, is particularly
objectioneble, as is the statement in the letter to the Gcrmansm
(paragreph L4 (iii)) that the High Commission should give up
the excrcise by itself of functions in the matter of coal
and stecl, '
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2.-You will have seen from my telegram No.368 that

‘lgFrench Minister here wug presumably unaware of the intentions

of the French Government to communicate with the Gexmans*fq_
this. sense. In the circumstances, you should urgently: : |
the reprcsont tions mado by Sir D. Geiner as reported in my "
telcgram'undo rceference., You should point out that the course

which the Frconch epparcntly 1ntcnd to follow of communicating -L
to the Gcrmans decisions which can only be taken after tri-

- partite discussion before such discussion has occurred is

one agﬂinst whlch His Maacsty s Governncnt fecl bound to idsue

. a strong protest. Ministers are willing to cnter sympatheti-
cally into discussions between the threc Occupying Powers and

the Benclux eountrics about the conflict of Jurisdiction
between the Schuman Plan Trceaty opcrations and the Allicd '
controls over Germen industry; but they object most foreibly
to the French proposal to commumicate their vicws on these
subjccts to the Germans in advence, more particulerly since
some of these controls have teen maintanined hitherto at the



fully to resorve thelr position on the whole questlon.
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Foreign Officé telepram No,372 to Paris, ' |

|
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express‘insistence of the French and since His Majesty's ;éf |
Government Ins had no opportunity, other than through examining _ i1

the text of docunents relating to the Schumen Plan, to asscss = |

the precise cffects on Allicd controls of the operntion of the =
High Authority. You should adl that if notwithstanding the :
views of His Majosty's Governucnt the French Governuent insist
on commumicating with the Gerici Federal Government on the a
lines proposed, His Majcsty's Government will find it necessary
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