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Addressed to Foreign O f f i c e telfegr'&m No# U 8 of 18th A p r i l 
Repeated f o r information P r i o r i t y to</ahnerheide 

and Saving' /to Washington 

Your telegram No* 372 and your telegram l\o.lK3 Saving 
t o V/ahnerheide. French proposals f o r the a b o l i t i o n of A l l i e d 
c o n t r o l s . 

M. Schurnan gave me today the t e x t of the proposed l e t t e r 
to the Germans which had been s l i g h t l y modified as a r e s u l t of 
repres e n t a t i o n s which I made to h i s Chef de Cabinet yesterday. 
These m o d i f i c a t i o n s , t e x t of which are contained i n my 
immediately f o l l o w i n g telegram, do not go very f a r t o meet the 
objections r a i s e d i n your telegram under reference. 

2. M. Schurnan sai d that to h i s great r e g r e t , he neverthe­
l e s s f e l t obliged to give the l e t t e r to Dr. Adenauer on the 
occasion of the signature of the Schurnan Plan t r e a t y , which takes 
place a t four o'clock t h i s afternoon. The reason f o r t h i s i s that 
without t h i s l e t t e r , Dr. Adenauer would not have been prepared to 
si g n the Treaty. I t would not have been s u f f i c i e n t to promise 
him to enter i n t o d i s c u s s i o n s on the question, and he would not 
have signed without a moral engagement by the French Government 
on the l i n e s contained i n the l e t t e r . The French had o r i g i n a l l y 
suggested that the l e t t e r should not be handed over u n t i l the 
st a t e of r a t i f i c a t i o n was reached, but Dr. Adenauer had represented 
that i n the i n t e r v e n i n g period he would be c o n t i n u a l l y i n t e r r o g a t e d 
by h i s own people on what he had achieved i n regard p a r t i c u l a r l y 
to the a b o l i t i o n of the Ruhr A u t h o r i t y , and that h i s p o s i t i o n 
would be impossible i f he could not say that the French had agreed 
to t h i s . 

3.1 l e f t Fi .Schurnan i.n no doubt about your views on the 
matter, ana I have repeated them f o r c i b l y to va r i o u s o f f i c i a l s of 
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the M i n i s t r y of Foreign A f f a i r s . Nevertheless I f e e l that i t 
would have been too much to expect of the French that they 
should renounce the p o s s i b i l i t y of German signature of the Plan 
i n order to meet us on t h i s p o i n t . They have modified t h e i r 
t ext i n the hope of making i t more p a l a t a b l e to us. From the 
point of view of p u b l i c opinion here, i t seems very d e s i r a b l e 
that H i s Majesty's Government should not p u b l i c l y oppose the 
French d e s i r e to a b o l i s h these c o n t r o l s , and should express 
w i l l i n g n e s s t o d i s c u s s the question with the French w i t h a view 
to seeing what can be done to r e c o n c i l e the p r o v i s i o n s of the 
Schuman Plan Treaty w i t h the powers of the High Commission. 

i . . M. Schuman said that lie had persuaded Dr. Adenauer 
% to agree not to p u b l i s h the l e t t e r u n t i l the consent of His 
majesty's Government had be«n re c e i v e d . But Dr. Adenauer had 
represented that an unpublished l e t t e r WAS as bed as no l e t t e r a t 
a l l and that he hoped we should agree to p u b l i c a t i o n at a very 
e a r l y date. He proposes to take t h i s matter up with S i r I . K i r k p a t 
immediately on h i s r e t u r n to Germany. 

Foreign Of l i c e please pass P r i o r i t y to V/ahnerheide as 
my telegram No. 8. 

[Repeated t o .Vahnerheide]. 
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