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As T have reported i n v a r i o u s t e l e g r a m s I spoke q u i t e 
r o u g h l y to the F r e n c h about t h e i r b e h a v i o u r i n s e n d i n g o f f 
t h e i r l e t t e r to Adenauer about the a b o l i t i o n o f c o n t r o l s on 
i r o n and s t e e l . But I c o n f e s s i am not q u i t e sure why we 
were so worked up about i t , I agree t h a t the F r e n c h were 
b e h a v i n g b a d l y and were i n f r i n g i n g the p r i n c i p l e t h a t one o f 
the O c c u p y i n g Powers s h o u l d not communicate i t s o p i n i o n s on a 
t o p i c c o n c e r n i n g a l l t h r e e of them to the Germans w i t h o u t 
p r e v i o u s agreement w i t h the o t h e r two. The F r e n c h tended to 
s l i d e over t h i s by s a y i n g t h a t they were merely r e c o r d i n g 
t h e i r own o p i n i o n , and i n r e p l y t o t h i s I asked b o t h Charpen-
t i e r and Bourbon-Busset (Schuman's Chef de C a b i n e t ) what they 
v/ould t h i n k i f the B r i t i s h Government i n a l e t t e r t o t h e 
Germans e x p r e s s e d t h e i r o p i n i o n t h a t the Germans ought t o have 
an army of 2 0 d i v i s i o n s " s u b j e c t of cou r s e t o F r e n c h a p p r o ­
v a l " : 

But the F r e n c h seemed to me to be g e n u i n e l y p u z z l e d a t 
our a t t i t u d e , and C h a r p e n t i e r s a i d he thought we were b e i n g 
" f o r m a l i s t . " I t h i n k they knew they were b e i n g naughty, b ut 
f e l t t h a t they had no o p t i o n i f they were to get a German s i g ­
n a t u r e and t h a t we ought to have r e a l i z e d t h i s . I am a f r a i d 
t h a t i f we make p u b l i c r e s e r v a t i o n s about t h e i r l e t t e r t hey 
w i l l s u s p e c t t h a t we are making a r a t h e r f e e b l e a t t e m p t t o 
sabotage the Schuman T r e a t y . I do not t h i n k Schuman h i m s e l f 
f e e l s t h i s , and indeed he s a i d d u r i n g my c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h him 
t h a t H.M.G. had always been v e r y " l o y a l " i n t h e i r a t t i t u d e 
t hroughout the n e g o t i a t i o n s , b u t I t h i n k t h a t the p r e s s and 
p u b l i c would c e r t a i n l y i n t e r p r e t any r e s e r v a t i o n by us i n 
t h i s sense, and would not take the r a t h e r s u b t l e p o i n t about 
the n e c e s s i t y f o r u n a n i m i t y between the t h r e e O ccupying Powerr 
even i n exnrenoiono o f o p i n i o n . I t may be, however, t h a t 
t h e r e i e some deeper p o i n t behind a l l t h i o w h i c h eecapoe me. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , I took the o c c a s i o n o f my c o n v e r s a t i o n 
w i t h Schuman t o c o n g r a t u l a t e him on the s i g n a t u r e o f t h e 
T r e a t y . I had a p a i n f u l i m p r e s s i o n t h a t he would not r e c e i v 
any such c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s from any o t h e r B r i t i s h s o u r c e . I 
know we are not mad keen about the whole a f f a i r , b ut i t i s 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y what a l o t c o u l d be done by a few k i n d words of 
t h i 6 s o r t , spoken p u b l i c l y by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of H.M.G. 
In one o f h i s despatches the Ambassador spoke about t h e 
d e s i r a b i l i t y o f our o c c a s i o n a l l y s a y i n g r a t h e r more th a n we 
f e e l i n r e l a t i o n to European a f f a i r s , and I t h i n k t h i s would 
perhaps have been a good o c c a s i o n to do t h i s . 

R.B. Stevens Esq. , C.M.G., 
F o r e i g n O f f i c e . 
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