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I t l i as , for some t ime , been apparent tha t the German 

C h a n c e l l o r , i n order to s t e e r the oehuman Trea ty to 

r a t i f i e at i o n by the i 'undestag, would r e q u i r e come assurances , 

e i t i l e r from the French o r from the Occupying Powers i n c o n c e r t , 

tha t the; e x i s t i n g A l l i e d c o n t r o l s on Die Gcrnan c o a l and s t e e l 

i n d u s t r i e s would fade out us biie Sebum;in P l a n too!: e f f e c t . 

Un 10th A p r i l the Pr::nci< informed us of t h e i r i n t e n t i o n t o : 

a) pro-vse a conference on the fu ture o f the Ruhr A u t h o r i t y , 

the A l l i e d c o a l and 3t•••cl f,rr»upa in G 'U'ir.niiy, and the c o n t r o l s 

over f ' . i T i m f i ?il.< o l pn)dni:t fun run I rnptin i t y S b) sltnnl tnnoouoly 

ho Ce l l l.ho i-in»iiin Mint Llnrv wlnh»jl to secure the a b o l i t i o n 

O f l.b- 3fJ bodies .*»•!'! Ori|\ 1.1*1 >ln« 

2. M i n i s t e r s we«c asked i n CF (5 l ) lQ5 to cons ide r the s i t u a t i o n 

r e s u l t i n g from t h i s statement by the F r ench , and on 16th A p r i l 

took the f o l l o w i n g d e c i s i o n s : -

" ( l ) Au thor i s ed the F o r e i g n Sec re ta ry to announce tha t 

the Uni ted Kiu/dom Government would be w i l l i n g ; to 

^ p a r t i c i p a t e i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i s c u s s i o n s 

\ proposed by the French Government r e ga rd ing the 

c o n f l i c t between the Schuman Trea ty and tlie- A l l i e d 

c o n t r o l s over Germany's heavy i n d u s t r y , 

(2) I n v i t e d the F o r e i g n Sec re ta ry to do h i a utmost to 

persuade the French ttov^rrwient to l i m i t any p u b l i c 

statement, or any statement to the German F e d e r a l 

Coverncient to a s i m i l a r promise to enter in to 

•H.icianl.on:i on hli:u t{ii>;*'tJon, and to r e f r a i n from 

Sndic ' i t . in ' ' t h i s eta* c t h e i r r ead iness to ab iidon 

these a l l i o d c o n t r o l s as BSMI IS the Schuman i r e - t v 

name into O' 1 ' i ' " t i ' » n . 
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(3) I n v i t e d tue Chance l l o r c i the Exchequer to 

v r . ' j . r i ! e f o r tlia committee o f o f f i c i a l n which 

Irvl i M i i i n I <l'-r'vl m th«' '•• 1 PI 'Hi ut an ea r l 1er 

s t a r e to p repare i for the C a b i n e t ' s c o n n ' d e r a t i o n , 

a r c ' - o r t on the i m p l i c a t i o n s o f the P l a n as 

f i n a l l y agreed on the f u t u r e of the Uni ted 

Kingdom c o a l and s t e e l indus t r ocs . " " 

4 . I n pursuance of the second M i n i s t e r i a l c o n c l u s i o n , S i r Donald 

Ga iner asked the French b l i s t e r , M.de Crouy-Chane l , to c a l l on l i im 

on the e y cu in r of 10th A n r i l , and emphasised our d e s i r e t l ia t tTie 

French alioul-"1 not make t h ^ i r proposed statement to the German 

Government. The French M i n i s t e r appeared to liave no knowledge t h a t 

any such statement was in t ended , and promised to communicate S i r 
F l a g D 

(Cii î (v/)I543/IO9) Donald G a i n e r ' s po in t to the F rench Government. I n the meantime, 

however, ' ' ' .Charpent i e r hod jriven to h i s Ma j es t y ' s M i n i s t e r i n P a r i s 

the t e x t of the l e t t e r which the French proposed to send to the 

F l a g E German F e d e r a l Chance l l o r nn n i r n - t u r e of 1.1« Schuman F l a n T r e a t y . 
( P a r i s te lgrm 

H 0 3 . 1 3 9 A 1/fO) Th i s proved to be even more ob j e c t i onab l e than bad been foreshadowed 
Cc/w*)*^*1 V'°"7 / ' O $ 

' i n the o r i g i n a l F rench statement . 

5 . l a s Ma j e s t y ' 3 ' i n i e t c r i n T a r i s was i n consequence i n s t r u c t e d . 

F l a g F to r e i n f o r c e the po in ts made by S i r Donald Ga ine r . H i s M a j e s t y ' s 
(Our te legrm No. \ 

372 t o P a r i s ) M i n i s t e r saw M.Schuman'3 Chef de Cabinet on 17th A p r i l , and 

cE/bO'^^ f lo f . M.Schuman h i m s e l f on 18th A p r i l . As the r e s u l t of h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s 

F l a g G c e r t a i n minor chanr.es were made i n the l e t t e r which the F rench proposed 
( P a r i a t e l egrm 

No. 12*8) t ° send to the F e d e r a l C h a n c e l l o r . M.Schuman exp la ined liowevcr that 

the Germans had made i t a p r e - c o n d i t i o n of s i g n i n g the Schuman P l a n 

Trea ty that they should r e c e i v e and be able to p u b l i s h a l e t t e r o f t h i s 

na tu re . M.Schuman had persuaded the Fede ra l C h a n c e l l o r not to p u b l i s h 

u n t i l the consent of Mis •• •e. jestv '3 Government had been r e c e i v e d , but 

Ur.AwU na'M- proposed to take up l.he matter o f p u b l i c a t i o n w i t h the U.K. 
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6« On l ^ t h A r r . i l i t became apparent that the s to ry 

O l ' t i l - : F r ' n e b i M - n i " h i i r»bol1'lh A l i i ' 1 " o n t l ' o l n find O f 

the B r i t i s h p r e t e s t was a l r eady l e a k i n g to the press i n 

Germany. Th.e Secre tary of r j tate there fore au thor i s ed the 

i s sue o f ' a ntakrm»:iit i n t i e iinmo of a F o r e l - n O f f i c e 

Upuk** iiiiaii .mphM." In ' i u ' thai. ' .1 r, ' fi.i»:s!ty*n Government would 

be ready to d i s cuss the ove r l ap \y.'tween the Schuman F l a n 

iimcbi ry r»nd A l l i e d c i n t i i ^ l n i n mny, hut cou ld not 

F ' > II s t a t e Sta p o l i c y on anoh c o n t r o l s In advance o f d i ounna lon , 
t o l ^ r a i n fTo.All ) 

. _ ' and f u u »• t t.cd 1.1 if i t U i " ('bench d i d not tnke the nn >a H n a . 

A c o p y J si a b t * * i ; 1 r : * l a J n i.hc meantime the I I , . M i eh 'Joinu'isa l.o 

asked f o r a u t h o r i s a t i o n to t o l l Dr»#>4tm4*M» tha t i l l s Majes ty ' 
F lap I Government d i d not ob jec t to the p u b l i c a t i o n of the French 

u r h e i d e te legram 
To.397) Government '3 l e t t e r . Th i s a u t h o r i s a t i o n was granted a f t e r 

F l a g J c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the Sec r e t a r y of S t a t e , 
te legram No.410) 

20th A p r i l , 1951. 
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