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LIBERALISATION OP INTRA-EUROPEAN TRADE 

The f o l l o w i n g prot>^^.x± vy che C£i<*ii':&axi of tl i e C o u n c i l 
was a c c e p t e d by the C o u n c i l of the O r g a n i s a t i o n a t i t s 6 4 t h 
M e e t i n g ' o n 3 0 t h June 1949; 

The Chairman o f the C o u n c i l , 

- On the a d v i c e o f t he C o n s u l t a t i v e Group of M i n i s t e r s , 

- C o n s i d e r i n g A r t i c l e 4 of the C o n v e n t i o n f o r European 
Economic C o - o p e r a t i o n , d a t e d 1 6 t h A p r i l 1948, 

- C o n s i d e r i n g p a r a g r a p h 322 of the I n t e r i m R e p o r t on 
the European R e c o v e r y Programme, 

- C o n s i d e r i n g P r i n c i p l e IV of the P l a n of A c t i o n f o r 
"1949-50 approved by t h e C o u n c i l on t he 2 6 t h March 1949 

PROPOSES: 

«X. That p a r t i c i p a t i n g c o u n t r i e s s h a l l f o r t h w i t h t ake the neces­
s a r y s t e p s f o r the p r o g r e s s i v e e l i m i n a t i o n o f q u a n t i t a t i v e i m p o r t 
r e s t r i c t i o n s between one a n o t h e r , i n o r d e r t o a c h i e v e as complete 
a l i b e r a l i s a t i o n of intra-European t r a d e as p o s s i b l e by 1951, 

2. That, f o r t h i s p u r p o s e , t h e y s h a l l be i n v i t e d t o a b o l i s h such 
r e s t r i c t i o n s u n i l a t e r a l l y as f u l l y as t h e i r economic and f i n a n c i a l 
p o s i t i o n would p e r m i t v * a ' 

3. That p a r t i c i p a t i n g c o u n t r i e s s h a l l r e p o r t t o the O r g a n i s a t i o n 
f o r European Economic C o - o p e r a t i o n not " l a t e r than the. 1 s t October 
1949 on t h e measures w h i c h they" have "adopted u n i l a t e r a l l y and cn 
those w h i c h t h e y i n t e n d t o adopt b e f o r e the end of the y e a r -nd 
s u b s q u e n t l y . The O r g a n i s a t i o n w i l l examine whether each c o u n t r y 
i s making a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the d e s i r e d o b j e c t i v e a p p r o p r i a t e t o 
i t s economic p o s i t i o n , A t t h i s e x a m i n a t i o n account w i l l be t a k e n 
of a l l domestic arrangements l i k e l y t o r e s t r i c t the c a p a c i t y of 
p r i v a t e i m p o r t e r s t o o b t a i n the f r e e d goods. 
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4. Tha t , s h o u l d a l l o r some of the p a r t i c i p a t i n g c o u n t r i e s 
agree on a l i s t or l i s t s of p r o d u c t s w h i c h have been or are t o 
be f r e e d , t h e y might agree t h a t t h e s e s h o u l d be c o n s o l i d a t e d f o r 
a d e f i n i t e p e r i o d . 

5.. T h a t , i n making such agreements, t h e p a r t i c i p a t i n g c o u n t r i e s 
s h a l l t a k e f u l l account of the p r o v i s i o n s of o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l • 
agreements, e s p e c i a l l y the G e n e r a l Agreement on T a r i f f s and Trade 
and t h e Havana C h a r t e r , once t h i s has been r a t i f i e d . 

6. Th a t , u n t i l quotas a r e c o m p l e t e l y a b o l i s h e d , c r e d i t o r c o u n t r i e s 
s h o u l d , as f a r as p o s s i b l e , r e l a x t h e i r r e m a i n i n g q u a n t i t a t i v e 
r e s t r i c t i o n s i n cases where such r e l a x a t i o n s h o u l d be of p a r t i c u l r ^ . 
i m p o rtance t o d e b t o r c o u n t r i e s . 

7, I f i n any case the i n t e r n a l economic or f i n a n c i a l p o l i c i e s 
of a p a r t i c i p a t i n g c o u n t r y are i n h i b i t i n g a c t i o n f o r the l i b e r a l i ­
s a t i o n o f t r a d e as u n d e r t a k e n under p a r a g r a p h 1 above, t h e n 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s c a n be made t o O.E.E.C. and d i s c u s s i o n s t h e r e o n 
s h a l l take p l a c e between the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d . 

8- Those p r o p o s a l s a r c made on the ass u m p t i o n t h a t s u i t a b l e 
arrangements w i l l be made i n the f i e l d of i n t r a - E u r o p e a n payments, 

9. I t i s d e s i r a b l e t h a t c o r r e s p o n d i n g a c t i o n s h o u l d so f a r as 
p o s s i b l e be t a k e n i n the f i e l d of t o u r i s m and o t h e r s e r v i c e s . 

(a) These arrangements are w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e t o the r i g h t of 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g c o u n t r i e s t o ext e n d t o n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
c o u n t r i e s , i f t h e y so w i s h , t h e measures of r e l a x a t i o n 
t h a t t h e y are p r e p a r e d t o t a k e . 


