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, % " C O U N C I L 
" 
COUNCIL DECISION . 

ON THE LIBERALISATION OF INTRA-EUR OPE AN TRADE 
(taken by the C o u n c i l at the 65th meeting on 4th J u l y 1949) 

-

The C o u n c i l ; 
On the Proposal of the Chairman of the C o u n c i l ; 
Considering A r t i c l e 4 of the Convention f o r European 

Economic Cooperation, dated 16th A p r i l 1948; 
Considering paragraph 322 of the I n t e r i m Report on the 

European Recovery Programme; 
Considering P r i n c i p l e IV of the Plan of A c t i o n f o r 1949-

50 approved by the 26th March 1949; 
DECIDES: 
1. - That the p a r t i c i p a t i n g c o u n t r i e s s h a l l f o r t h w i t h 

take the necessary steps f o r the progressive e l i m i n a t i o n of 
q u a n t i t a t i v e import r e s t r i c t i o n s between one another, i n order* 
to achieve as complete a l i b e r a l i s a t i o n of -intra-European trade 
as p o s s i b l e by 1951, 

2. - That, f o r t h i s purpose, they s h a l l be i n v i t e d to 
a b o l i s h 'such r e s t r i c t i o n s u n i l a t e r a l l y as f u l l y as t h e i r econo-
mio and f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n would permit (a) 

(a) These arrangements are without p r e j u d i c e to the r i g h t of 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g c o u n t r i e s t o extend t o n c n - p a r t i c i p a t i n g coun 
t r i e s , i f they so wish, the measures of r e l a x a t i o n that the} 
are prepared to t a k e . 
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3. - That p a r t i c i p a t i n g c o u n t r i e s s h a l l r e p o r t to the 
Organisation f o r European Economic Cooperation not l a t e r than 
the 1st October 1949 on the measures which they have adopted 
u n i l a t e r a l l y and on those which they intend to adopt before ' 
the end of the year and subsequently. The Organisation w i l l 
examine whether each country i s making a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 
desir e d o b j e c t i v e appropriate t o i t s economic p o s i t i o n . At 
t h i s examination account w i l l be taken of a l l domestic 
arrangements l i k e l y to r e s t r i c t the ca p a c i t y of p r i v a t e 
importers to o b t a i n the f r e e d goods. 

4. - That, should a l l or some of the p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
c o u n t r i e s agree on a l i s t or l i s t s of products which have been 
or are to be f r e e d , they might agree that these should be 
consol i d a t e d f o r a d e f i n i t e p e r i o d . 

5. - That, i n making such agreements, the p a r t i c i p a 
t i n g c o u n t r i e s s h a l l take f u l l account of the p r o v i s i o n s of 
other i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreements, e s p e c i a l l y the General Agree
ment on T a r i f f s and Trade and the Havana Charter, once t h i s 
has been r a t i f i e d . 

6. - That, u n t i l quotas are completely a b o l i s h e d , 
c r e d i t o r c o u n t r i e s should, as f a r as p o s s i b l e , r e l a x t h e i r 
remaining q u a n t i t a t i v e r e s t r i c t i o n s i n cases where such 
r e l a x a t i o n should be of p a r t i c u l a r importance t o debtor 
c o u n t r i e s . 

7. - I f i n any case the i n t e r n a l economic or f i n a n c i a l 
p o l i c i e s of a p a r t i c i p a t i n g country are i n h i b i t i n g a c t i o n 
f o r the l i b e r a l i s a t i o n of trade as undertaken"under para
graph 1 above, than r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s can be made to O.E.E.C. 
and d i s c u s s i o n s thereon s h a l l take place between the p a r t i e s 
concerned• 

8. - These proposals are made on-the assumption that 
s u i t a b l e arrangements w i l l be made i n the f i e l d of i n t r a -
Europoan payments. 

9. - I t i s d e s i r a b l e t h a t corresponding a c t i o n 
should so f a r as p o s s i b l e be taken i n the f i e l d of tourism 
and other s e r v i c e s . 


