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LIFERALISATION OF TRADE
NEMORANDUM EY THE CENTRAL GROUP

The Central Group teke this opportunity of circulating
' to Delegations their views on the relationshlp between the
: Council decision of the 2nd November and the previous
declelons of the 4th July, the 13th August snd the 8th

Qctober.

The resolution of the 2nd November reafiirms the three

r earlier decisions and the Central CGroup therefore emphasise

‘ that it does not in any way subtract from those earlier

| . resolutions; neither does it alter any of the procedures
eatablished by them. The effect of the latest resclution is
merely to set up & minimum ob jective of 507 by categories.

In addition to the general pointz considered velow,
it 1= the oplnion of the (entral Group that certain decisions
by the Council on the interpretation of the decision of the
2nd lovember sre desirable, and thsy are, therefore, sub-
mitting seperately a draft resolution covering these points
to the Council for s&pprovel.

Eilateral Megotlations

In order that participeting countries may be in a
position by 15th December to implement the Councll decision
of 2nd lLovember, the (entral Group urge a&ll participating
countries Intending to proceed by way of bilateral nego-
tiation to conduct them with the utmost spsed with a view

' to bringing them to « close by the lst December. This will

. leave a period of 15 days for any adjustments to be usde to
the lists in order to resch the prescribed 50%. It slso
appears desireble for the chief negotiators to be prepared
to be in Paris on about the lst December for any additional
exchange of views or information that may be needed to enable
participating countries to comply with paragraph 1 of the
Council resolution of ths 2nd November on the liberalisation

of’ trade.

The Central Group wish to draw the attention of all
countries who intend to proceed by way of bilateral negotia-
tion to the interest in these negotiations being so conducted
thet the meximum of concessions are granted by both parties.
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"has not itwelf grented concesasions which rn"etper make up

_'2-
1 o at the end of the negotiations, & participating countrj

50k of 1ts trade, subseguently it will have to take unilateral
ressures of liberaligation in order to comply with the Council
decislion; and 1§y will not cbtaln any direct negotiated I
adventage {rom these unilateral measures, For these res&sond
it seemz that many countriss should expand their present F lists.

'In gccordance with parsgraph 5 of the Council declslon
of tne 8th Cctober (C(48) 1565 (Final) ), the Uentral CGroup
should be kept informed of the course of the hHileteral nego-

tietions. So far the Group have not received any information

on the course of these negotistions. In order that the Central
Croup may be able to crganise their own work, Delegatiocns are

‘asked to inform the Secretary CGeneral of thoss negotlaticns

which have besen completed, together with thelr time-teble for
the rest, and thersafter to keep the Central Group continuelly

[

informed of the course of thelr negotiatlons., The Central

* Group hold themasslves at the disposal of Delegations if at

eny time 1t a2 ppears to them that thelr e@ssistance during the
coursae of bilateral negotiations would be helpful,

Fifty per cent

The Central Group interpret the Couneil decision that
quanritative restrictions should be removed on at lesst 50%
of imports on privete account from the other member countries
#8 & group, to mean that 1% 1s not necessary, unlesg a member
country wishes, to liberate 50% of its trade with ssch of the
other particlpating countriea. If for &ny reason & partici-
peting country liberates less than 50% of its trade with one
of the particlpants, (elther because it is excluding that
country from some or &ll of its liberalisation measwures or
because the ltems liberalised do not include the more lmportant
exports from that country) it follows that 1t must liberute
more than 50% of its trade with one or more of the others, in
order that in total 50/ of its total private trade shall be

Liberated.




