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TOP SECRET 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION AT H.M. EMBASSy, PARIS 
on 3rd February, 1950 • '—• 

Present : 
Mr. Ernest Bevin 
S i r O, Htfrvey 
Mr. R.E. B a r c l a y 
Mr. F.D.W. Brown. 

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

^ I III/ft 

1 
M. S c h n e i t e r 
M. P a r o d i . 

A f t e r d i s c u s s i n g the Colombo Conference and Indo-China 
(see separate records) the Secretary of State turned to 
European a f f a i r s . 

Emphasising 
the Secretary of 
c o n s i d e r i n g what 

the s t r i c t l y c o n f i d e n t i a l nature-of h i s remarks, 
State t o l d M. Schneiter t h a t he had been 
the next move i n Europe should be. On the 1. 

economic and f i n a n c i a l f r o n t there had been much d i s c u s s i o n of 
such r e g i o n a l groupings as F i n e b e l and Uniscan. He was anxious 
to consider how these plans c o u l d f i t i n w i t h p o l i t i c a l \ 
developments i n Western Europe,- and i n p a r t i c u l a r whether Germany 
should or should not be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h them. He had t h e r e f o r e 
sent a message to Mr. Acheson to suggest that he should, pay a, ; v i s i t to London as soon as p o s s i b l e a f t e r the United. Kingdom 1̂ ;.'' 
e l e c t i o n s . He thought t h a t t h i s would provide an opportunity., 
f o r a f u r t h e r T r i p a r t i t e meeting on the l i n e s o f t h a t h e l d i n m 
P a r i s , at the beginning of November, at which Mr. Ajzhesont 

M. Schuman and he might review the p o l i c y to "be followed, in• ' ;"i 
Europe i n the coming year. He thought i t would be necessary,, to/' 
a s s o c i a t e the Benelux powers and p o s s i b l y I t a l y w i t h these 
d i s c u s s i o n s . For h i s own p a r t he would have to have • detailed^'H,, 
^discussion w i t h h i s colleagues about H.M. Government's p o l i c y ? ixr;^;-
Europe both i n the economic and p o l i t i c a l f i e l d . He d i d not- want 1̂  
to s i t on the fence but before d e c i d i n g what a c t i o n to take* -'[S'-^ 
f u l l review must be made. Another important p o i n t was t h a t "ine : gSS! 
conference should work out together, p o s s i b l y after- c o n s i d e r a b l e ^ ^ 
p r e l i m i n a r y work, the best method of b r i n g i n g Germany i n t o t h e - ^ 1 ^ ^ 
Western: world. • I t was e s s e n t i a l to be c l e a r about the role- ; whicli:.*'' 
we wanted her to p l a y and to consider the v a r i o u s d i f f e r e n t r i s k s : ; / 
inyolved.V Efc had been suggested to him i n I t a l y j f o r i n s t a n c e , 
t h a t Great B r i t a i n ought t o take a g r e a t e r p a r t i n European - ' K U ^ ^ 
a f f a i r s - b e c a u s e o f the. menace-, of* Germany. He thought that-;-ta^&Sf 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , Canada and, the-: U n ited Kingdom, would also 

c o n s i d e r the f u t u r e 
made as. a r e s u l t o f 

have^,tb&%^ 
working of the 
the September t a l l e i t e l i ? 

.f. 

•take the o p p o r t u n i t y to 
c o n t i n u i n g arrangements 
i n . Washington. :. 

i ' " ' - . • - ' '• .•" A. ••>..-.-r 
WP*t: He had heard from Mr. Acheson that he would 
^London, but on no account should anything be s a i d p u b l i c l y about** 
"•-"It f o r the time being. He would discuss the matter further*-witHtf 
-H.M. Ambassador at...Washington when they met i n the-next f ew. dayi&# 
i'ilE London.' •He hoped to be able to keep iT. Schuman informed o f 
" + v V ^ l o - o * » * " 1 1 " " - I « ' -

l i k e to cornetto* 
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S i r 0* Harvey-
Mr. R.E. B a r c l a y 
Mr. F.D.W. Brown 

M. Schn e i t e r 
M. P a r o d i . 

EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
A f t e r d i s c u s s i n g the Colombo Conference and Indo-China 

(see separate records) the Secretary of State turned to 
European a f f a i r s . 

Emphasising the s t r i c t l y c o n f i d e n t i a l nature of h i s remarks, 
the Secretary of State t o l d M. Schneiter t h a t he had been 
c o n s i d e r i n g what the next move i n Europe should be. On the . 
economic and f i n a n c i a l f r o n t there had been much d i s c u s s i o n of 
such r e g i o n a l groupings as F i n e b e l and Uniscan. He was anxious 
to consider how these plans c o u l d f i t i n w i t h p o l i t i c a l 
developments i n Western Europe, and i n p a r t i c u l a r whether Germany 
should or should not be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h them. He had therefore 
sent a message to Mr. Acheson to suggest that he should pay a 
v i s i t to London as soon as p o s s i b l e a f t e r the United Kingdom 
e l e c t i o n s . He thought that t h i s would provide an opportunity 
f o r a f u r t h e r T r i p a r t i t e meeting on the l i n e s of that h e l d i n 
P a r i s at the beginning of November, at which Mr. Acheson, 
M. Schuman and he might review the p o l i c y to be followed i n ;.. 
Europe i n the coming year. He thought i t would be necessary to 
a s s o c i a t e the Benelux powers and p o s s i b l y I t a l y w i t h these 
d i s c u s s i o n s . For h i s own p a r t he would have to have d e t a i l e d 
d i s c u s s i o n w i t h h i s colleagues about H.M. Government's p o l i c y - i n . •' 
Europe both i n the economic and p o l i t i c a l f i e l d . He d i d not.want 
to s i t on the fence but before d e c i d i n g what a c t i o n to take a y 1 

f u l l review must be made. Another important p o i n t was that the . 
conference should work out together, p o s s i b l y a f t e r considerable 
p r e l i m i n a r y work, the best method of b r i n g i n g Germany i n t o the 
Western, world. I t was e s s e n t i a l to be c l e a r about the r o l e which 
we wanted her to p l a y and to c o n s i d e r the various d i f f e r e n t r i s k s . " 

ft 

involved.\ I t had been suggested to him i n I t a l y ; f o r instance,. 
that Great B r i t a i n ought t o take a g r e a t e r p a r t i n European ; 
a f f a i r s because of the menace of Germany. He thought that the-.;, 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , Canada and the United Kingdom, would also have t o ' 
take the o p p o r t u n i t y to consider the f u t u r e working of the • 

.;. c o n t i n u i n g arrangements made as a r e s u l t of the September t a l k s ^ r S ^ 
in.Washington. . . •• i • ^^-'••'^'U 

. pfe* He had heard from Mr. Acheson th a t he would l i k e to come:;tb4?^-
; ^London, but on no account should anything be s a i d publicly about 
- I t f o r the time being. He would discuss the matter f u r t h e r : w i t 
-H.M*.; Ambassador at,,Washington when they met in the- next few daya^^: 
i n : London.' < He hoped to be able to keep M. Sc human informed:. o£; 

- t h e i p l a n s f o r t h i s meeting through the French: Ambassador-;-invi^ 
-London. ' ... • - • • ' :&kz . ^W^^W^^^^M 

*W r 

S^t^SHaving--.outlined'thi8 s i t u a t i o n , the-Secretary^ofcStateSie 
^he^lioped:' the ̂ French" Government would be 
important: decisions about 

able^to. avoid;taking*: 
Finebel u n t i l thisiwider:revleir^of.StfiaS 

. . . ., ~ 

mm \- s i t u a t i o n / ^ 

m 



s i t u a t i o n had taken p l a c e . I t was e s s e n t i a l to b r i n g the 
U n i t e d States Government i n t o these European d i s c u s s i o n s not 
only because of the part they played i n Germany, but also 
because he was anxious to t e l l the Americans some of the 
t h i n g s which Europe wanted them to do i n return f o r the advice 
which was so o f t e n r e c e i v e d from Mr. Hoffman. 

M. Schneiter took note of t h i s explanation^and s a i d that 
the French Government d i d not want to take any a c t i o n i n Europe 
without the concurrence and co-operation of the United Kingdom... 
They were, however, under some pressure to draw up new schemes 
f o r Europe and i n the present circumstances, while he q u i t e 
agreed that they should go slow on F i n e b e l , he d i d not t h i n k 
the idea should be b u r i e d . The C h a n c e l l o r of the Exchequer 
had seen M. Petsche and had asked him to t a l k over the p o l i t i c a l 
aspect of the question with the Secretary of S t a t e , adding that 
from the p u r e l y economic p o i n t of view, he d i d not want to be 
o b s t r u c t i v e . I f the Secretary of State saw p o l i t i c a l o b j e c t i o n s 
to F i n e b e l the French Government would be prepared to drop i t . 
F i n e b e l c o u l d not stand alone. For i n s t a n c e , the Netherlands 
Government thought i t e s s e n t i a l to a s s o c i a t e Germany w i t h i t , 
but the French Government were not prepared to b r i n g Germany \ n 
without knowing"" that they had H.M. Government's agreement. 
Moreover, i f Germany came i n they thought that the U n i t e d Kingdom 
would have to come i n too. He understood that some members o f . 
Uniscan also 7/anted Germany a s s o c i a t e d w i t h that grouping. ; 

There was, t h e r e f o r e , a s e r i o u s r i s k o f Germany once more -*~ 
e n t e r i n g the p o l i t i c a l game by p l a y i n g o f f one side against the 
other i n the economic sphere. Although i t might be p o s s i b l e 
without p o l i t i c a l repercussions to make some progress about the 
c l e a r i n g agreements, he was q u i t e prepared, i n deference to the 
S e c r e t a r y of State's wishes to put o f f any f a r - r e a c h i n g d e c i s i o n s 
about F i n e b e l t i l l a f t e r the United Kingdom e l e c t i o n s and the 
proposed t r i p a r t i t e meeting. A meeting of the F i n e b e l powers 
was due f o r the 15th February, and i t c o u l d e a s i l y be put off. w, 


