
8RSYISH LEGATION, 

LUXEMBOURG. 

3rd September, 1953. 

As 1 s a i d y e s t e r d a y morning, I f e e l sure that there 
must be some misunderstanding about our having expressed 
a wish i n any of the S i x C a p i t a l s to send an observer to 
f u r t h e r meetings about the European P o l i t i c a l Community. 
Kot o n l y have I r e c e i v e d no i n s t r u c t i o n s i n the matter 
myself but I have seen f o r e i g n O f f i c e correspondence from 
which i t seems c l e a r t h a t we are to take no i n i t i a t i v e 
anywhere and th a t our p o s i t i o n merely i s t h a t we should 
nominate an observer i f we were i n v i t e d to do so. 

A f t e r a l l , we have no i n t e n t i o n of j o i n i n g the 
P o l i t i c a l Community and, d e s p i t e our i n t e r e s t i n the 
p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l of European Defence w i t h i n the North 
A t l a n t i c Treaty O r g a n i z a t i o n , we could s c a r c e l y push 
o u r s e l v e s forward i n the matter. Moreover, the g e n e r a l 
views of Her Majesty's Government on the P o l i t i c a l 
Community have a l r e a d y been communicated to most of the 
governments concerned. You w i l l remember tha t I spoke 
to you about t h i s on 5 t h May, j u s t b e f o r e you went t o 
Strasb o u r g . Our main p o i n t was th a t ne wished the 
Community w e l l and were not anxious to o f f e r u n s o l i c i t e d 
a d v i c e but hoped t h a t the Community would be as i n t e r 
governmental as p o s s i b l e , r a t h e r than " s u p r a n a t i o n a l " , 
w i t h N a t i o n a l M i n i s t e r s i n the C o u n c i l and, at the s t a r t 
at any r a t e , governmental nominations t o the Assembly. 
We f e a r e d t h a t , o t h e r w i s e , the European Defence Community 
to which we are committed by t r e a t y through the govern
ments concerned, might f a l l under i n e f f e c t i v e c o n t r o l 
w i t h a consequent weakening of Western Defence. 

/ Our 

Son E x c e l l e n c e 
Monsieur Bech, 

M i n i s t r e des A f f a i r e s Etrangères, /" 
Luxembourg. / y 

CONFIDENTIAL i -• 

No. P.37 

© ANLux (Archives Nationales Luxembourg) inv.nr. AE 5944
http://resources.huygens.knaw.nl/europeseintegratie/doc/S01961



Our r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n two or th r e e of the c a p i t a l s 
concerned were t o l d not l o n g ago t h a t we were almost 
c e r t a i n to he i n v i t e d "by unanimous d e c i s i o n t o send an 
obser v e r to f o r t h c o m i n g meetings of the European P o l i t i c a l 
Conference. We were indeed t o l d to expect a sudden 
i n v i t a t i o n t o Baden Baden. I n or d e r not t o appear 
d i s c o u r t e o u s , my government were n a t u r a l l y anxious t o be 
i n a p o s i t i o n t o accept an i n v i t a t i o n i f i t came. I t i s , 
t h e r e f o r e , f o r t h i s r e a s o n t h a t they would l i k e t o know 
as f a r i n advance as p o s s i b l e whether an i n v i t a t i o n i s t o 
be i s s u e d and, i f so, what q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ohe observer 
s h o u l d have. I f subsequent d i p l o m a t i c exchanges should 
make t h i s c l e a r , I s h o u l d be most g r a t e f u l i f you c o u l d 
be good enough t o l e t me know so t h a t I may i n f o r m my 
government. 


