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You w i l l remember that on Monday l a s t 
we had an informal exchange of vTêwa on how 
the European Council i s operating• Following 
on from t h i s , I enclose as a contribution to. 
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further discussion an i n t e r n a l memoranua con
taining a number of conclusions which we i n 
the Netherlands have reached on the organis
ation of the European Council• 
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(1) The Netherlands has now organized and presided over two 
successive sessions of the European Council and c e r t a i n n a t t e r s 
have, emerged from the experience gained which may he of use 
f o r the f u t u r e . These are set out below. 

The p o i n t of departure i s the decision of the Paris 
Summit Conference of 9-10 December 1974, t h a t the government 
leaders and Foreign M i n i s t e r s should meet a t l e a s t three t i n e s 
a year as the Council of the Community and i n the context of 
p o l i t i c a l co-operation. The r e l a t i v e frequency of meetings 
ra i s e s s p e c i a l problems as t o t h e i r e f f e c t on n a t i o n a l p a r l i a 
ments and p u b l i c o p i n i o n . Although t h i s e x t e r n a l e f f e c t i n 
i t s e l f need not be d e c i s i v e , i t should be taken i n t o 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

(2) I n general, discussions i n the European Council may be 
di v i d e d i n t o general exchanges of view-- , v. h i oh need not 
n e c e s s a r i l y r e s u l t i n concrete agreed conclusions and. discussions 
which do aim at reaching concrete agreement. I n both cases 
i t i s necessary f o r the President and f o r the other leaders 
and m i n i s t e r s t o know i n good time, i . e . about 14 days i n * 
advance, which subjects w i l l be discussed, t o enable them t o 
be prepared. A l i s t of su b j e c t s t o be discussed, i s already ' 
made t o some extent by the Council of Foreign M i n i s t e r s . As 
i n d i c a t e d below, i t i s a t the' same time important t o know t o 
which of the above categories the discussion on a subject 
belongs. On the other hand i t i s d e s i r a b l e t o l i m i t the t o t a j 
number of su b j e c t s * 

(3) A short document from e.g. the Commission would serve as 
an m t r o d u c t i o n f o r a general exchanges of views on the economic 
s i t u a t i o n , f o r instance. A w r i t t e n record of conclusions 
agreed upon i s necessary only i f the European Council wishes t o 
make i t s i n t e n t i o n s known t o the p u b l i c or i f f u r t h e r d e t a i l s 
have t o be worked out a f t e r the session. I n the f i r s t case 
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e s p e c i a l l y , the . p o s s i b i l i t y should be considered of having a 
t e x t prepared beforehand which could be modified i n the l i g h t 
of the discussion. I t i s not necessary, of course, f o r the 
discussion t o be r e s t r i c t e d t o what i t has been thought 
desirable t o include i n the t e x t ( f o r example: the statement 
about Japan oil 29/30 November 1976). 

4) The second category, discussions aimed at reaching: concre 
agreement requires more p r e p a r a t i o n than has sometimes been 
the case u n t i l now. I f the European Council has t o s t a t e i t s 
view about the f i n a l unresolved matters i n a Community d e c i s i o 
making process, the necessary preparations w i l l of course have 
already been made and there w i l l g e n e r a l l y be a j o i n t formu
l a t i o n of the problem ( f o r example d i r e c t e l e c t i o n s t o the 
European Parliament). This also a p p l i e s , mutatis mutandis, t o 
questions concerning p o l i t i c a l co-operation. I f , however, t h i 
i s not the case, i t would be advisable f o r the (Council o f ) 
Foreign M i n i s t e r s t o draw up i n good time a sh o r t memorandum 
f o r the European Council, which sets out the problem and an-
possible s o l u t i o n s . This could shorten the discussions and 
co n t r i b u t e t o a r a p i d f o r m u l a t i o n of the r e s u l t s (example: 
before the l a s t meeting o f the European Council t h e Council of 
Foreign M i n i s t e r s had h e l d d e t a i l e d discussions, w i t h the a i d 
of documents, about the CIEC, but no such document on t h i s I 
subject was prepared f o r the European Council. On the other 
hand, such a document was prepared " i n _ t h e case of "the d i s c u s s i 
of the Tirdemars Report). 

Up t i l l now there have been s c a r c e l y any o f f i c i a l s presen* 
at the European Council discussions. As the p r e s i d i n g Member 
State, the Netherlands has attempted t o have present at l e a s t 
those o f f i c i a l s who, a f t e r the discussion, would p o s s i b l y have 
t o act as chairmen of working groups charged w i t h f o r m u l a t i n g 
the conclusions concerning a p a r t i c u l a r s u b j e c t . I f i t i s 
intended i n the f u t u r e t o formulate conclusions reached on 
ce r t a i n e n ^ i o A f q smrt _ • • * . , _ . , . 
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o f f i c i a l from each country t o he admitted t o the discussions 
of the subjects concerned t o enable them t o perform t h e i r 
d uties w i t h more knowledge of the matters f o r con s i d e r a t i o n . 

(6) I f i t i s a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t few concrete decisions w i l l be 
taken d u r i n g a session of the European Council there i s a l l 
the more reason f o r a t t e n t i o n t o be paid beforehand t o the 
t e x t of any p u b l i c statement which may be made by the European 
Council. 
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