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Nr.: 268077 The Hague, 17 February 1978. 

a '7 
I n your l e t t e r of 2 February you put 

forward a suggestion concerning the organization 
of the European Council meeting t o be held i n 
Copenhagen on 7 and 8 A p r i l . To allow more time 
f o r i n f o r m a l discussion, you propose t h a t a f t e r 
the luncheon given by Her Majesty the Queen of 
Denmark on 7 A p r i l , the heads of state or 
government should meet separately from the 
f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s . The heads of s t a t e or 
government would then hold i n f o r m a l t a l k s w h i l s t 
the f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s would continue t o prepare 
f o r the session of the European Council i n i t s 
t r a d i t i o n a l form on 8 A p r i l (should t h i s be 
necessary) or deal w i t h p o l i t i c a l matters which 
do not need t o be discussed by the Council. 

Whilst recognizing the value of informal 
discussions between the heads of state or 
government of the Member States of the European 
Communities, I b e l i e v e there i s one important 
o b j e c t i o n t o the proposal t h a t w i t h i n the European 
Council meetings between the heads of state or 
government should be held separately from those 
of the f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s . 

I t was decided a t the conference of 
heads of s t a t e or government i n Paris on 9 and 
10 December 1974 t h a t they should hold three 
meetings a year together w i t h the f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s . 
The decision to set up the European Council therefore 
e x p l i c i t l y s t ated t h a t the meetings should be 
attended by the heads of government and the ministers 
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f o r F oreign A f f a i r s o f the Member States o f the 
Communities. This was a major c o n d i t i o n o f the 
Netherlands' acceptance o f the i n s t i t u t i o n o f the 
European Cou n c i l and the c o n s i d e r a t i o n s which 
played a p a r t i n decisionmaking on the i n s t i t u t i o n 
o f the European Cou n c i l a t t h a t time c a r r y j u s t as 
much weight w i t h me. 

T h e r e f o r e , I would l i k e t o advocate t h a t 
the arrangements r e g a r d i n g the o r g a n i z a t i o n of 
the European C o u n c i l made by the Council on 29 
and 30 June l a s t year c o n t i n u e t o be f u l l y 
i n t e r p r e t e d i n accordance w i t h the d e c i s i o n of the 
P a r i s conference i n December 1974. 

Yours s i n c e r e l y , 

Andries van Agt 
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Europese Raad 

Ik moge U h i e r b i j doen t oegaan a f s c h r i f t e n 
van de b r i e f van de Deense M i n i s t e r P r e s i d e n t i n 
z i j n k w a l i t e i t van v o o r z i t t e r van de Europese Raad aan 
de L ï i n i s t e r P r e s i d e n t , i n z a k e de o r g a n i s a t i e van 
de Europese Raad en van h e t antwoord van deze 
l a a t s t e aan M i n i s t e r j / r g e n s e n . 

Ik zou h e t op p r i j s s t e l l e n i n d i e n U aan de 
hand van deze a n t w o o r d b r i e f h e t M i n i s t e r i e van 
Lit . e n l a n d s e Zalven t e Uwent zou w i l l e n i n l i c h t e n t 

omtrent h e t N e d e r l a n d s e s t a n d p u n t m . b . t . de Deense 
s u g g e s t i e s . U kun t d a a r b i j een a f s c h r i f t van de 
Neder l andse a n t w o o r d b r i e f o v e r h a n d i g e n . 
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