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Athens, 2 6 t h o f A p r i l 1977 

Dear Mr. Prime M i n i s t e r , 

F o l l o w i n g t h e r e q u e s t by P o r t u g a l f o r 
ac c e s s i o n t o t h e European Communities and i n a n t i c i p a t i o n 
o f a f o r t h c o m i n g r e q u e s t by Spain t o t h e same e f f e c t , t h e 
q u e s t i o n o f t h e enlargement o f t h e European Communities has 
now become a s u b j e c t o f r e f l e c t i o n and d i s c u s s i o n . D i r e c t l y 
o r i n d i r e c t l y t h e case o f Greece i s sometimes i n v o l v e d 
t h e r e i n , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e s p e c i f i c and u n i q u e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
w hich make t h e Greek case d i f f e r e n t f r o m any o t h e r . I f e e l , 
t h e r e f o r e , t h e need t o draw your a t t e n t i o n on t h e dangers w h i c h 
such an a t t i t u d e m i g h t i m p l y f o r my c o u n t r y . 

My Government b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e a c c e s s i o n 
of Greece t o t h e Community a t t h e e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e moment 
i s d i c t a t e d by l e g a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
which do n o t a p p l y t o any o t h e r .European c o u n t r y and which 
I would l i k e b r i e f l y t o m e n t i o n h e r e . 

a) I n accordance w i t h t h e T r e a t y of Rome, 
every r e q u e s t f o r a c c e s s i o n i s b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d per se 
i n d e p e n d e n t l y f r o m any o t h e r s i m i l a r r e q u e s t . D u r i n g t h e 
r e c e n t Conference i n Luxemburg on A p r i l 5, 1977, t h e P r e s i d e n t 
of t h e C o u n c i l of t h e Community, Dr. Owen, d e c l a r e d t o t h e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of my Government i n o r d e r t o a l l a y t h e Greek 
m i s g i v i n g s , t h a t t h e Greek case w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d 
i n d e p e n d e n t l y and on i t s i n t r i n s i c m e r i t s . 

His Bccellency, •/• 
Mr. J . M . den U y l 
P r e s i d e n t of t h e C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s 
of t h e Kingdom of N e t h e r l a n d s 
The Hague 
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b) The Council of the Communities has 
accepted as f a r back as February 9, 1976 the Greek request 
f o r accession. And we have no reason to doubt the firmness 
of the p o l i t i c a l w i l l of the Nine. This i s a p o l i c y which 
corresponds to the promises which were given by the Community 
during the period of m i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p i n Greece and 
which the Greek people r e a d i l y accepted. 

c) The Agreement of Association, signed i n 1961, 
i n force since November 1s t , 1962, gives Greece the s p e c i a l 
regime of a country destined t o become a f u l l and equal member 
of the Community. However, the development of our r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h i n the framework of t h a t Agreement l e d , f o r the known 
reasons, t o an obvious economic imbalance. As a matter of f a c t , 
our t a r i f f disarmament i n the i n d u s t r i a l sector on the one hand 
and the "freeze" of harmonization i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l sector 
on the other, has created an unfavourable s i t u a t i o n f o r Greece 
which can only be remedied by her accession t o the Community 
as a f u l l member. 

d) Our n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h the Community are i n 
an advanced phase. Following d e t a i l e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n s conducted 
by Community and Greek experts, the Community i n v i t e d us on 
July 27, 197 6 t o begin f o r m a l l y n e g o t i a t i o n s . The Community 
asked us t o accept the "acquis communautaire". We d i d so. 
But we pointed out t h a t p a r a l l e l t o t h a t "acquis" there e x i s t s 
also the "acquis" r e s u l t i n g from the Association. I know th a t 
the Community believes t h a t accession should m a t e r i a l i z e 
w i t h i n a t o t a l l y new j u r i d i c a l framework. My Government, 
nevertheless, believes t h a t , notwithstanding the l e g a l premises 
we s t a r t from, we cannot ignore f a c t s . And i n the p a r t i c u l a r 
case of Greece, we cannot ignore the uncontested h i s t o r i c a l 
f a c t t h a t we have behind us a f i f t e e n year period of 
association and i n t e r p e n e t r a t i o n of our economies. This makes 
the case of Greece d i f f e r e n t from any other. 
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e) Speaking of a g r i c u l t u r a l problems which 
might give r i s e t o thoughts among c e r t a i n member countrie s , 
I would l i k e t o underline t h a t the t o t a l volume of Greek 
a g r i c u l t u r a l production amounts t o about 6% of the corresponding 
Community production. Moreover, Greek a g r i c u l t u r e , w i t h the 
exception of a very l i m i t e d number of products, covers only 
Greek needs or complements t o a small degree the d e f i c i t s of 
Community production. I n any case, however, i t i s always 
possible among f r i e n d l y c ountries t o f i n d f o r s p e c i f i c problems 
mutually agreed s o l u t i o n s of a t r a n s i t i o n a l character. 

Under these circumstances, i t i s obvious 
what would be the p o l i t i c a l consequences of a possible delay 
of Greece's accession. This would only play the game of the 
anti-democratic forces t r y i n g t o shake the confidence of the 

f Greek people toward European democracies and hoping t o p r o f i t , 
a t the expense of the Western world, from the deception which 
the Greek people would f e e l , were h i s hopes to be f r u s t r a t e d . 
The Greek people has been„looking forward f o r f i f t e e n years 
t o i t s f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the .construction of a united 
Europe. I t has p o l i t i c a l l y and economically adapted i t s 
outlook t o t h i s idea. This cannot be changed wi t h o u t dangerous 
p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l consequences f o r my country. 

I am c e r t a i n , Mr. Prime M i n i s t e r , t h a t you 
understand the p o s i t i o n of the Greek Government, and th a t you 
w i l l k i n d l y manifest your personal i n t e r e s t t o avert the 
dangers involved i n any linkage of the Greek case w i t h other 
candidatures, a linkage which w i l l i n e v i t a b l y delay the 
accession of my country t o the Community. 

Please accept, Dear Mr. Prime M i n i s t e r , the 
assurance of my highest consideration and personal regards, 

1/ /J 

Constantine Karamanlis 


