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s t r a l i a n  High Commission, 
COLOTIIBO ,, 

22nd A p r i l ,  1954.  

s/7 . 

My dear dq Soyza, 

n i s t e r  and yourself recent ly  concerning Austral ia’s  a t t i t u d e  
t o w a r d s  Dutch New Guinea. 

I r e f e r  t o  the conversation I had with the Prime M i -  

sure are  apprecia 

rable  doubt t ha t  Indonesia has the ab iLi ty  ‘ t o  adequately 
develop Dutch New Guinea’and accept respons ib i l i ty  f o r  t h e  
welfare of  i t s  inhabi tants .  If Dutch New Gulnea were con- 
t r o l l e d  by Indone’sia, the domestic i n s t a b i l i t y  o f  the  lgiï-- & < , ’ ‘ .  
t e r  could conceivably admit o f  inf‘ i l t ra%ion i n t o  DutcK’INew 
Guinea which dould  be a r i s k  t o  Aust-rali.a“s secu 
defence . 
the  geographical and h is tokica l  background. of  New Guinea, 
and a.map i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h i s  and the boundaries o f  Dutch 
New Guinea, t h e  T r u s t  Terr i tory af New Guinea, and Saym. 
Also attachgd i s  a br ief  Syinmary,.of the p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  
end Austrql ia’s  views i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Dutch New Guinea. 
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I am at taching t o  t h i s  rnemorandum a - b r i e f  survey o f  

Yours  s incerely,  

(Sgd.)  A.R. Cutler 
High Comissioner 

G. de Soyza, Esq., 
?ermanent, Secretary,  
Ministry of External Affairs ,  
CAKBERM, A.C.T. 
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Indonesia has no "real olairns ' . t ;o the .territory. From the 
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( o )  The population of West New Guinea i s  qui te  d i f f e ren t  
i n  ethnic origin,  language, and culture from t h a t  o Î  Indonesia. 
Whereas t h e  peoples  of Indonesia a re  o f  Indo-Malayan c u l t u r e  

d i s t i n c t  character o f  West New Guinea 

e’:iin‘clusion 
as the power 

-7. %..-,.a.... I. >.,, I 

ntekest  i n  

should not b é  
l l y  with Indoiies,L 

a t e  t o  mention tha t  on 30th October, 
prnment issued a statement which s a i d :  




