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My dear Ambasieador, 

Following the discussions held yesterday 
between I&. G. Ph. Helders, Minister f o r  Affairs Overseas 
in the Netherlands Government, on the one hand, and Nr. 
P.N.C. Hasluok, Australian Minister for Territories, and 
myself on the other, I deeire to confirm that the attached 
memorandtun embodies the agreement reached between the 
Ministers mentioned on further measures, to be recommended 
to their respective Governments, designed to improve the 
l eve l  Of co-operation between the Netherlands and Australian 
Governments in the'administpation of their respective 
territories i n  New Guinea. 
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With regard to paragraph 4 ( e )  in the &o 
randum, envisaging an exchange of inforination on t 
er8 through the reepective Embassies of the two Go 

Ib. Helders suggested that the Netherlands Government m i g h t  
wish to attach to the Netherlanda Embassy in Canberra a fmnior 
officer of the Department of Affairs Overseas, whose function 
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Signed. 
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Memorandum of agreement on Measures far improving the l e v e l  of 
Co-operation between Australian and Netherlands Territories 

in New Guinea 

The general purpose is that co-operaticn Sf iGUld take place 
naturally and WithGut fuss in tiie ccurse of the  adninistmtion 
of each of the two Territories and that  it s i lou ld  take place on 
actual practical tasks being carried out in t h e  Territories. 

%o make such co-operation effective it is necessary t o  have 
some understanding of the ultimate objectives wrlich both Govern- 
ments have- in mind. 
discussion f rom time to tine between t hose  responsible fGr 
.directing the administration of tne Territories. Such discussion 
can best be arranged to deal. with actual situations and problems 

To ensure t 

This means that there is a ï a o  a need f o r  

be made for senior office 

Australian Goverrment encourages the Administnition o f  
Netherlands N e w  Guinea t o  rnake use of any facilities for 
reaiearch or investisation that nay be more reaiiily 
available in Australia than in the Netherlands. 

5 .  These arrangements r e l a t e  only t c  co-operation between the tw 
Governments in tiie adminictration of their cespective territo 
and do not affect existing arrangements for noma1 inter 
mental consulktion and d i l m l o m a t i c  relnticns. 

Canberra, 
12th november. 1957. * -  


