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1st  A p r i l ,  1959. 

Remmendationr f i rs t  Conference. 
\ 

To: 
E i s  Honour' D.M. Cleland, 
Administrator o f  Papua and 
New Guinea. 
Government Rouse, 
Port  18oresby. 

1737 C-ovemìment informed me tha t  Sne Bustrai ian Government has 
accepteG the reccmmendations o f  the  f i y s t  Conference on. 
Aus t ralian-tx e the rland s adminis t ra t ive co -ope r a t i o r  i n  N e w  Guinea, 
kield a t  Canberra 2Û-24 October 1958. 1 l o o k  inpon t h i s  f a c t  w i t h  
great  s a t i s f a c t i o n  because now the ?@,mal basis has been es tab l i shed  
OE which we can s t a r k  bui lding our  co-operation t o  the  bene f i t  o f  
the  inhabi tan ts  o f  bo th  oi*r t e r r i t o r i e s .  

I n  an t i c ipa t ion  OS the  Austral ian Governrzent's acceptmee o f  the  
recomrrm-ìdtàtions some prepa ra to ry  ect ion tvas already taken. Tc 
advance our aims I bel ieve i t  w i l l  be bes t  t o  inform you. how the 
ac t ion  taken r e l a t i n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  rec3nmendations s tands a t  present.  

Pienda i ten;  2A(h) - The recommendation or, "Channels o f  communication 
betweer, z d m i n i s t r a t i o n ~ ~ i  has been broueht t o  the not ice  o f  o f f i c i a l s  
ccncerned with t h e  requect  t o  a c t  accordingly i n  fu ture .  
I do  not  expect any d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h i s  respect ,  

Bpenda i te r2  2E - The recommendation on "Means of comnunication and 
F ~ c I ^ ; ~ ~ E & ~ E  Car fcc2.1ktation'P has ' r e a  passed on t 3  t h e  depcrtments 
co  ne e rn e U,. 
R u  t o  iLir-Coir,rnunicationv the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  increase the 
fi8equenc:r betvaan o u r  territories are  b 6 h g  inves t iga ted  a t  present .  
I é x  expeetin<. d e f i n i t e  p m p o s a l ~  t o  be nede in t h c  v e r y  n e z r  

Ae t o  Eei-ccmrnm-i catir ins t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  Government lias opened 
diacussione with shipping companiee in c r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a rncnthly 
E E . F V ~ C ~  between i2nIS,cndia and Wewak o r  IVadang. In  C U E E ,  however, 
t k ~ c r t .  i 2 ~ c u a c f c r - c  V A L  not  r e c u l t  i r i t c  E sa t i s f ac to ry  solution 
i n  thc: near  fu ture  I ELTG considering t o  suggest some temporary 
arrengemente be made between our adminis t ra t i  ona t o  have a l t e r n a t e l x  

J'-,. A-,, viourfr. 
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a l t e r n a t e l  zn Austral ian and a Dutch p a t r o l  vessel  o r  coas te r  
main + a in ing  a monthly serv ice  between Wewak and Hollandia t o  t r y  
au t  the demand f o r  such a connection. Before any f u r t h e r  s tep  i s  
teken I would appreciate  t o  have your views on t h i s  matter.  
As t o  land-comaunications I do not see any immediate ac t ion  
but  i t  should be understood tha t  i n  case one o f  the  adminis t ra t ions 
i s  planning t h e  construct ion o f  a road i n  the border a rea  t h e  o ther  
adminis t ra t ion should be informed, It could then be worked out 
whether - depending of' circumstances - any combined plan could be 
establ ished.  
AB t o  tele-communications I have requested my Director  o f  Transport 
and Fhergy t o  d r a w  up proposals  f o r  discussion w i t h  h i s  opposite 
number j n  your adminis t ra t ion.  In  due course I hope t o  requelit your 
f o r m a 1  approval for these  discussions.  

Agenda i tem I n  connection wi th  the recornrnendat2on--on- NLanguage 
problems and. means o f  overcoming" the  following arrangement hac been 
made. Reports e t c ,  on various matters ,  wr i t ten  f o r  i n t e r n a l  use, 
w i l l  be summarised i n  English o r  i f  t h i s  i s  not f e a s i b l e ,  the contente 
w i l l  be t o l d  t o  your Liaison Off icer  a t  Hollandia, 
The Liaison Off icer  will decide whether t he  repor t  i s  o f  su f f i c i en t  
importance t o  the  o f f i c e r s  o f  the P.N,G.  adminis t ra t ion t o  warrant 
a t r a n s l a t i o n  of the  whole !or a par t  o f  the)  repor t  i n to  English, 
I n  case h i s  decis ion i s  i n  t h e  aff i rmat ive arrangements w i l l  be 
made f o r  i t s  t r ans l a t ion .  
For  t h i s  purpose s t eps  have been taken t o  engage a su i t ab le  
translator (Dutch-English) t o  meet the request for t r ans l a t ions .  
In t h e  meantime o t h e r  arrangements w i l l  be rrìade and perhaps it  Will 
Se necessary t o  c a l l  on your adminis t ra t ion conform t h e  o f f e r  made 
by Dr, Gunther during the  Canberra Conference. 
As t o  the  recommendation recorded i n  para 1 5  it  i s  planned t o  
increase t h e  t u i t i o n  i n  English i n  schools considered su i t ab le  f o r  
t h i s  pwpose. The Director  o f  Cultural  Affairs hcs been inv i t ed  
t o  examine t h e  matter.  

The a t t e n t i o n  o f  a l l  those concerned haB been drawn t o  t h e  recommen- 
dat ions recorded i n  paras 17 and le under ag@ndR i tem 3B - "Proposals 
f o r  f u r t h e r  measures o f  co-operation". The o f f i c i a l  approval f o r  
v i s i t s  t o  and f r o  w i l l  - as usual - be sought between you and me. 
It would f a c i l i t a t e  my planning t o  have a t e n t a t i v e  programme o f  
intended v i s i t s  o f  o f f i c e r s  o f  your adminis t ra t ion t c  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  
f o r  the  r e s t  o f  the  year. 
A s  t o  t h e  exchange o f  information i n i t i a t i v e  w i l l  be taken by 
our departghental  herrds through our l t a i s c n  o f f i c e r s  informing each 
other  what rcquirements t he re  are and what can be made avai lable .  
A s  t o  recommendation para 19 - nat ive affairs - the  advice f o r  
fu r the r  ac t ion  hes been requested f rom the o f f i c e r s  concerned wi th  
t h i s  matter. 
I n  diie course I will r e tu rn  t o  t h i s  subject .  

The Director  of Health has been requested t o  work out  t h e  irplementat-  
iDn of recomascdatiori. recorded i n  para 20, 
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20. 
=view of the large field of activities under this recommendation 
it might be useful to agree to an interim meeting of our departmental 
heads o r  officers of these departments. 

I am of the opinion that the implementation of the recommendations 
recorded in paras 21, 22, 23A and 25 should be put in the kLands 
of a study group'consisting of education experts of both adminis't;rat- 
ions. 
In first instance the study group should he small, two officers, 
one of each administration. 
They w i l l  have t o  come together to work out a plan for further 
action and - if required - other education officers couad be 
invited to partigipake in the work of the study group. 
I have requested the Director of Cultural Affairs to nominate the- 
(firat) cember of the study group. 
It would be appreciated if you would advise me whether this 
suggest ion meets with your approval . 
In that case initiative action on these recommendations c o u l ä  be 
taken immediately. 
It is felt that an ea r ly  start is essential. The matters dealt 
with in these recommendations are comprehensive and rather 
complicated and it may be expected that it will take considerable 
time to come to recommendations f o r  wtion. These recommendations, 
as part of an interim report of the study group, should be 
considered by the second Conference on our co-operation and therefore 
should be in the hands of the administrations two o r  three months 
before the commencement of this second Conference. 
In connection with the recommendation recorded in para 23A it is 
felt that immediate action can be taken with respect to the 
nautical school in Hollandia. A proposal for participation of 
some Australian New Guinea students is being prepare6 a n d  will be 
forwarded for your consideration in the near future, 

As to The recommendation recorded in para 26 the appointment of 
the members o f  the working committee is under consideration. I 
will inform you with the n-mes of the Dutch members at the same 
time suggesting a date for the first meeting of this committee. 

For the implementation of recommendations recorded in the paraa 
27 a n d  28 it is felt @hat the creation of a etudy group consisting 
c\f officers in these fields (agriculture, stock, forestry) would 
be most advantageous, 
Prior agreement should be reached on the composition and task 
of this committee, 
I have put the matter in the hands of my Director of Econonic 
Affairs f o r  advice and mggestions as to the officere to participate 
in the studs, grou;: and as te its task. My Wposals will roach you 
in due c a u r ~ e ,  

l@ thoughts on the implensntation of t h e  recommendation para 29 - have 
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have not  ye t  developed t o  t h e  extent  where i t  would be possible  t o  
mczlre a p r a c t i c a l  suggestion. I n  due course I w i l l  communicate 
concerning t h i s  matter.  

As t o  the  recommerr"-dE-ion recorded i n  para 30 departmental heads 
have been requested t o  d raw up inventory l i s t s  o f  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  
s p e c i a l i s t s  f a c i l i t i e s ,  l abo ra to r i e s  and technica l  f a c i l i t i e s  
available i n  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y .  Together with a similar l i s t  concerning 
your t e r r i t o r y  the  recommendation under 30 ( b )  can be Forked out. 

The first ateps,  as mentioned above, on the  way t o  c l o s e r  co- 
operat ion have been t e e n  a n d  it i s  my sincere  hope t h a t  o u r  
endeavours w i l l  have f r u i t f u l  r e su l t s ,  

I have designated Dr,Loosjes, the  Government Secretary,  t o  be i n  
charge o f  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  respect  of our co-operation, 
In h i s  c e n t r a l  pos i t i on  as Government Secretary he Wil1 take a l l  
necessary action, Btimulate a n d  co-ordinate a c t i v i t i e s .  
At tbe  en3 o f  A p r i l  Dr.Looajea w i l l  be present i n  Rabauï a t  the 
forthcoming Fourth South Pac i f i c  Conference and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  
Nineteenth Session o f  t he  Commission. 
I have taken aâvantage o f  t h i s  by i n s t r u c t i n g  him t o  proceed t o  
Por t  Moresby a f t e r  the  Session of the Commission where he w i l l  caU 
on you and discuss  any further development o f  ou r  i n i t i a t i v e  ac t ions  
a n d  such o ther  mat ters  i n  connection w i t h  our Co-operation as you 
may care  t o  br ing up. Dr.Loosjes expects t o  a r r i v e  i n  Por t  Moresby 
round about the weekend o f  1 7 t h  May. 
Your formal approval f o r  t h i s  v i s i t  o f  Dr.Loosjes would be 
appreciated,  

.. . 

- -  

I understanä you have had a busy time recent ly  w i t h  the v i s i t i n g  
mission and Legisco. 1 a m  more than occupied w i t h  the  buäget for 
19 6% 

Please accept my bes t  wishes and s incere  regards f o r  Mrs.Cleland 
and yourself  i n  which my wife j o i n s  me, 

Yours s incere ly ,  

Dr,P. M. P l a t t e e l ,  
Governor o f  Re t her- 
lands New Guinea, 


