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T i j d e n s  de besprekingen i n  d e  Tweede Kamer van d e  reger ingsnota  
omtrent  de ontwikkelingen van zaken i n  Indonesië ,  voor zover d e  
verhouding binnen de Nederlands-Indonesische Unie en  d e  belangen 
van Nederland d a a r b i j  betrokken z i j n ,  gaf de Min i s t e r  van Unie- 
zaken e n  Overzeese R i jksde len  de volgende u i t e e n z e t t i n g  omtrent 
h e t  Regerings s tandpunt  met be t rekking  t o t  de onderhandelingen 
welke ,gevoerd moeton worden over* d e  s t a t u s  van Nieuw-Guinea: 

" A t  t h e  Iioiind Table Conference the  Nether lands Government 
r e fused  t o  t r a n s f e r  sovere ignty  over New-Guinea t o  Indonesia 
on grounds which I s h a l l  not r e p e a t  he re ,  a s  t hey  a r e  su f -  
f i c i e n t l y  known. The Indonesian d e l e g a t i o n  a t  the  Round Tab le  
Conference on the  con t r a ry  i n s i s t e d  on th. t r a n s f e r  of  so- 
vere ignty .  The r e s u l t  was t h a t  t h e  conference reached a dead- 
l o c k ,  which was overcome ( without  a f f e c t i n g  the Nether lands 
p o i n t  of view) through a p ropos i t i on  of  the  Unci, sugges t ing  
t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  on t h i s  problem should he continued a f t e r  
t h e  Round Table Conference, while hanging t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
t h e  Netherlands sove re ign ty  over New-Guinea should be main- 
t a i n e d .  To-day both p a r t i e s  s t i l l  hold the same view on t h e  
New-Guinea problem a s  a t  t h e  Round Table Conference. 
Time and aga in  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  thl- U n i t e d  S t a t c s  of Indone- 
s i a  has given t o  understand a s  h i s  wish and even c o m i c t i o n  
t h a t  before  the  end of t h i s  year  New-Guinea would form p a r t  
of  Inclionesia; t h e  Netherlands Government, however, s t i l l  
h o l d s  t h e  view t h a t  even a f t e r  t h e  end of t h i s  year  t h e  au tho  
r i t y  of t h c  Xethcrlands over New-Guinea should cont inue.  
Seen i n  t h i s  l i g h t  one m i g h t  say t h a t  t h c  coxmissicn,  now 
prepar ing  f o r  t h e  ne o t i a t i o n s  which have t o  decide ( before  
t h e  end of t h i s  year?  on the s t a t u s  of New-Guinea, i s  bound 
t o  be unsuccessful .  T h i s ,  however, i s  not  the case.  
Already a t  t he  Round Table Conference, however d i f f e r e n t  the 
t h e  conclusions reached m i p h t  be,  bo th  p a r t i e s  agreed on the 
s t a r t i n g - p o i n t ,  v i z .  t h a t  t h e  in t c l r e s t s  of t h e  neopJe of New 
Guinea should be conclusive for t he  f u t u r e  of New-Guinea. 
And t h e  n e g c t i a t i o n s  hhi'ch a r e  t o  tako  p l a c e  s h o r t l y  s h a l l  
a l s o  be based on t h i s  po in t  of' y iew.  
The r e q o r t  of t he  Conmission now a t  work, s h a l l  nrovide b o t h  
p a r t i e s  wi th  the  necessary mater.ia1 t o  judge what t he  i n t e -  
r e s t s  of the popula t ion  r equ i r e .  Only when both  p a y t i e s  l e t  
theciselves be guided kg an ob:iective judgement of  what i s  i n  
t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t he  popula t ion  of New-Guinea a s o l u t i o n  of 
t h e  problem seems w i t h i n  the  range of m s s i b i l i t y . "  
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