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Kinister for External Affairs.
| o C/- Australian Yission to the
CORFIDLLTIAL tnited tetions,
750 Third Avenue,
Hew York 17, N.Y¥,, U.S.A.

23rd Septemter 1958

(my d@g}r 13 r;ister,)

The Australlian authorities heve been considering in Canberre
the suggestion which you made to me in The Hogue that the talks
by the Dutch and Australian officials next October should result
in a publicly snnounced statement by our two Governments that
they envisage a counsultative body fur the whole of New Guinea, in
which the indigenous populstions of both Dutch end sustrelian
Territories would participate.

¥hile the Australion authorities would not exclude the
poesibility of such o body being eventually developed, they feel
that the progress tovards it should be built up by bvringing natives
into consultations on individuel subjects, Valusble work on these
lines could be perforzed in such fields os local government,
co-operative associations, labuur, education, agriculture and
heelth, Retive representatives would thus be enabled to discuss
perticular sabjects within their present comprehension and
experience. Progress along these lines could well lead to the
formotion, in due course, of a wider counsultative body.

The Australlen officisls will be reedy to discuses our
approoch fully with Dutch officicls at the Cetuler meeting in
Canberra, when other Dutch and “uctrolian suggestions for co-
operation cen olso be discusped. The present view in Canberrs is
that we shonld be cautious about establishing e body with more
publicity content than substance., Governmente thatwented to be
eriticeol would expore its deficiensies, and it would be o cause
for embarressment il it were demonstrated in the United Hetions
that the "consultetive council' woe a politienl faeade, %e incline
to the view that the best results would follow from publicising
csnerete performénce in no.ive purtieipation i opecific ncts of
co-ope  ction, These less ambitious forms of native consultetion
will, we hope, skow 2t nn eppropricte time thot o more comprehensive
tnd developed form of notive participation can be broucht into
b@ins:

-YOUm

Kenmerk: C/- Austr. Mission to UN confidential.
©BuZa, archief BZ, GS 1955-19641570 . _ .
http://resources.huygens.knaw.nI/indonesischebetrekkinqen1945-1969/Nederlands-|no‘lonesscheBetrekkqnqen1950-1963/D0cument/21071




- 2‘.

You will see from the foregoing that, though the Australian
authorlities do not favour a conswlttive council at this stage,
they do agree with the principe thet you put forward at our talks
in The Begue, namely, that the conference of officlels in
October should result in eome public announcement of native
participation in the measures of co-operation between Duteh
and Australian Territoriee in New Guinea,

Ve unders'end zlso from the Netherlands Ambessador in Cane
berra that you mizht wish to meke soms reference t0o thie
matter in the Dutch Parliament before the Uotober conference
takes place, If you were to refer in Parliament to the feaot
that an officials' meeting will take place in Cenberra next
month, the Ausiralian Government would be quite agreeable to
your saying that'arrangements for consultative and administrative
co-operation between Retherlands end Australian New Guines will
provide whersver app ugriata for participation by representstives
of the indigencus population _of both Netherlands New Cuines and
the Australian Territory of ﬁapua and New Guines,

(I en
Yours sincerely
sgd. R.G, Casey)




