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In viervoud 

CONSULAAT GENERAAL D E R  NEDERLANDEN 

M i  c ha e 1 D a v i  d-s on , co 1- 1- esp o i i  d eii t 
van d e  Observer, over Ii idonesie 
en Zuid Oost Azie. 

FOTO-Bt.2. La 
Singapore,  31 l!?laart 1950. 

DATUM; +' 
Een mijner  medewerkex-s had een gesprek met de boven- 

geiioemde Heer Davidsoii na z i j n  tel-ugkomst uiJc Indonesie .  
Davidsoii, l i n k s  g e o - i e n t e e r d ,  d i e  als pro-Nederlander 
moet worden beschouwd, was  nopens de houding van de Hol- 
landei-s , d i e  h i j  i n  I i idonesie ontmoette, met u i t z o n d e r i n g  
vaiî d-e o f f i c i c l e  pel-soiieii verboiidcii aan h e t  Hoge Commis- 
sar iaat ,  n i e t  t e  spreken. Zonder u i t zonde r ing ,  rnet de reeds 
genoemde excep t i  e ,  verkeerden de bedoe:lrle personen i n  een 
overspannen t o e s t a n d  en zouden e i g e n l i  j k  gaarne z i e n ,  d a t  
de nieuwe Republiek i n  haar  Regeriiigstiiak zou f a l e n .  D i t ,  
ze ide  Da-iidson, w e k t  weerzin b i j  de I i idonesiers  en i s  n i e t  
b e v o r d e r l i j k  voor een goecle vei-staiidhouding en daarom 
nade l ig  voor een guns t ige  ontwikkel ing i n  de ongetwi j f e l d  
zeer g c v a a r l i  j k e  toestand.  i n  Indonesie .  H i j  zag de $oekomst 
zeer  doilkcr i n  en had n i e t  de mins te  hoop op een gui i s t iger  
gang van zaken. 

I n  een gesprek,  da t  ook i k  la te i -  rnet deze cori-espoii- 
dent  had, beves t igde  h i j  hetgeen vooi-noemde medewerker m i j  
reeds had medegedeeld. Davidson l i e t  z ich  ook tegenover 
m i j  z ee r  p e s s i m i s t i s c h  u i t ,  n i e t  s l e c h t s  iiopcns de toe-  
stand iii Indones ie  doch t evens  over  h e t  communistisch 
gevaar i n  gehee l  Oost Azie. H i j  meende, d.at h e t  U.K. en 
de U.S. een f o u t  hadden gemaakt Bao Dai,  d i e  weinig o f  
geen s t e u n  ontv ing  van Vietnamezen, t e  erkennen. De meeste 
n a t i o n a l i s t e n  gingeii met Ho Chi EIinh mee. H i j  voelde meer 
voor h e t  st,mdpunt van Nehru, d i e  z i ch  vooi-lopig a f z i j d i g  
h i e l d .  De t o e s t a n d  iii Ibialaya a c h t t e  hi , j  hopeloos en h i j  
vroég z i c h  af o f  h e t  wel wijs w a s  z i c h  zo schrap t e  z e t t e n  
tegeli de commtiiisteii en het communisme. Iii h e t  k o r t ,  
Davidson gaf  b l i j k  e i g e n l i  j k  een o p p o r t u n i s t i s c h  stancipunt 
i n  t e  nemen zoals de meeste Azia ten ,  d i e  h e t  communisme 
n ie$  s l e c h t e r  o f  g e v a a r l i j k e r  achten  dan het k o l o n i a l e  en 
economische imperial isme van h e t  West eii en dientengevolge 
een afwachtende houdiiig aannemen, d i e  w e l  eens rampzalige 
gevolgeil zou kunnen hebben. 

- Dezerz i jdce  - 

Z i  jnei- E x c e l l e n t i e  
de Here b l in i s t e r  van Buitenlandse Zaken, 

I ' S  - G R A  V E N €I  A G E. 
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Deze-zi jclse i - eac t i e  op deze 6efait ist iscCiie houdiilg 
va1.i Davidson w a s ,  uat, i n d i e n  he t  ;Vesten Azie n i e t  kan 
O v el- t1-1 i g ciî d a t  e ei? c ormuiî i s t i s ch 1- eg tin e i n  d -u  i s t t eg ei1 
Se i-echteii vali de  mens eìi moet le idei i  tot s l ave l -n i j ,  lie.[; 
Vesten za l  dieiicii aai1 t e  tooneii, dat he,k commiiiiistischc 
iiifilt-a'Gie en a p - e c s i e  n i e t  za l  duldcn en iii staat zal 
z i j n  Azie  t egciî het  comnuìii.sme, desnoods met de  wapeneii, 
t e  verdedigen; h e t  z a l  tevens zekerhcid clieiieii t e  geveii 
d a t  A z i e  op economisch- ei1 t echn i sch  gebied ei? f inancieel  
z a 1  worden geholpeii. Een zee -  p o s i t i e v e  p o l i t i e k  i s  i n  
6 e z e  b e s l i s %  ì ioodmke l i jk  «.och daii is e -  secn i-ecieii t e  
vmihopeii aai1 eeii gui is t ige ontwikkel ing i n  Indonesic , Iiîdo 
China, S i m ,  Silxia e n  1.iaïaya . 

De zaak west ei-ling had Mcciei-laiici veel  kmad  gedaan, 
zf2id-e Davicison. Ti1 
Sraïld tussei i  de B r i t i s h  Foreign O i f i c c  en de Heer Mac- 
Donal6 e n e r z i j d s  eiî de Singapore Regering aiiderzi jds. 
De Heer PhcDoiîald. zou Westerlillg wi l len  c i t l e v e i e n ,  de 
Qiiizapoi-e Regering s t e l d e  z i c h  op he t  :standpunt, dat u i t -  
l ever i i iv  van West e - l i i i g  een m a r t e l a a r  zou makeil. O f  

bezien vaii een 'flegal" s t andpun t ,  wax-mede de Heei- 
Davidsoii beves t igde  hetgeen de Heei- Ka:lcolm F'IacDoiiald 
m i j  r eeds  eel-de- had medegedeeld. 

Siiigapore zou ei- eel- s t r i j d  z i j i i  oii t-  

$ '  
i 

Nestci-liiig b eveiitueel zou worden u i t g e l e v e r d ,  zou worden 

I k  moge Uwer E x c e l l e n t i e  h i emevens  aai?biedeii een 
aan mijn medewerker overhandigd a- t ike : l  van I?ichael 
Davidsoìl, waal-iii deze de iiidi-ukkeii van z i j n  bezoek aan 
Iiidoiiesic wcei-geeft Kortheidshalve moge i k  m i j  veitvi j -  
z ing  naar de inhoud veroorloven,  

De CoiîsUl Genci-aal, 

(A.12.L. Winkclman). 
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I I 
Jog jakai-ta.  

have made but  oiic b r i e f  appcaiairlce i n  foul- years, i s  t h e  
b i i- t li? l a  c e o i t h e  In d on e s i ai1 nat i oil a l  i E; t i- e vo l u  t i o i1 ail d 
the iiui-sei-y o f  t h e  Republic yoclairnecl i n  1945 . Talk ing  
w i t h  t h e s e  eager n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  oiîe wonciei-s ! Are t h e  Javanese 
t o o  charming t o  succeed ? For t h e i r s  i s  the chi-m o f  
innocence ; t h e y  a re  so  y o u t h i u l  , s o  disarmingly appi-eiitic e ,  
above a11 s o  naive.  Runxiiig a country seems t o o  c:rovni-up 
a job. 

This  dus ty  c i t y  o f  Cciltiqal Java, wheie t h e  Dutch 

"You have secii l o t s  o f  GovernmentsTT t h e  Sec re t a ry -  
General  of oiie Kiiiis-bi-y here  said t o  me. "Could you g i v e  
me some t i p  about  my work ?Ir 

A Govci*iimciit p u b l i c  i -e la t ions  o f f i c e r  who ai-ranged 
a bus jouriicy for me cLme back and said a p o l o g e t i c a l l y ,  
t r I f m  sol-ry, there i s  such a ruii on t h e  buses - I had to 
g e t  your t i c k e t  on t h e  black market". 

We passed a Du"~ch suga r  mill t h a t  had. been s t r i p n e d  
by n a t i o n a l i s t  so ld ie i - s  What m e  you going t o  do about  
tha t?"  I asked the o f f i c i a l  who w a s  wi th  me. ltRe-equip it 
aiîd r e s t o r e  it to i t s  m i e r s t T  V h c r e  wil.1 you g e t  t h e  
equipment from?tf nOhff, he r e p l i e d  checi-fully , n t h e  Americans 
w i l l  g ive  us t h a t ,  o f  coursen.  

The Prime Mii i i s te r  o€ t h e  Republic,  Dr. H a l i m ,  who 
looks l i k e  an eager undergraduate  but  is  in f a c t  a f i r s t r a t e  
phys ia i an  o f  38, t o l d  me: "We are  no t  Comrnunist - b u t  we 
a r e  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Communists e i t h e r n .  He snoke o f  an  
ttindependeii'í f o r e i g n  po l i cy t t ,  as if Indonesia  were no t  
concerned with t h e  problems of S.E. Asia. 

Mr. Assaat, Act ing P r e s i d e n t  of the Re-blic (Dr. 
' Soekarno i s  (ton loan" t o  the  Federal Government) s a i d :  

"We welcome f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l ,  we need it - but  we cannot 
guarantee that it will n o t  be na t iona l i sed" .  

This n a i v e t e ,  t h i s  ado le scen t  brushing a s i d e  of 
d i f f i c u l t y ,  i s  seen a g a i n  i n  an o f f i c i a l  brochure by t h e  
P I in i s t e -  o f  Education. "Wc should see h.ow fai- t he  indepen- 
dent  n a t i o n s  of t h e  world have progressed ,  and we should  
move a l i t t l e  ahead o f  t h e  € u r t h e s t  p o i n t  t h a t  pi-ogress 
has s  rcached. ... We must Clare t o  jump over t h i n g s  t h a t  
o t h e r  iîatioiîs coulci n o t  manage t o  jumpn. 

It i s  easy t o  j ee r  at t h i s  mixture  of arï-ogaiit s e l f -  
confideiice and dXfide i ice .  The Dutch do s o ;  i i i  b a r s  and 
ca fbs  they  c a l l  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  i n  t h e  W&x-lands Union 
every th ing  that i s  desp icab le  and p r e d i c t  tkicir disnìal 
f a i l u r e .  But the Dutch i n  J a k a r t a  and Sui-abaya a re  embi t te red  

- and - 
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I-Ier-e i ï i  Jogjalrairta the:-e is a;iothe- s i d e  to t he  Javalicsc 
c h a r a c t e r :  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  fel-voui-, ai2 emotioiial  coin-ul.;ioi1 
t o  build- t h e  m w  Ilic'-oìiesia - i n  p o l i b i c s ,  i n  a ~ t ,  i:i s o c i a l  
x - o y - e s s ,  i i l  V!:C piese-va t ion  of Iiltioì~el~iail TTci-il<;uyc 
(otidly, though, $here i s  iïü s e l f consc ious  i eve r s ion  amony t h e  
educated t o  the  na",onal sai-oq?) . Ti:-i.e i s  i e a l  s e l r - s a c - i -  
r i c e  l o r  $he i d e a  o î  I - idonesia:  one yl3ui10 n n i  I kiiow -ef?roed 
a p o s t  i n  t h e  Paris embassy - irrjìmez.suiable Drize f o r  a 
qavxiese youth - because he was iieecied here; 

The R e y b l i c  i s  Iiid-oìiesia, the s o l i t a r y  soil ox which it 
c a i  f l o u r i s h  or =e i n  chaos. The Fecieral Go-rTeinment a t  
J a k a r t a ,  devised last yea- a t  The Haait, owes i t s  e x i s t e n c e  
'GO t h e  Reiiublic; t h e  com-oiic:it " s ta tes fT  , a r t i f i c i a l l y  se: u? 
by the  Dutch s i n c e  194-5, owe t h e i r  independence t o  it. 
Without t h e  Republic iieithei- has  l i f e .  3u t  - a f a c t o r  which 
could a lone  b r i n g  d i sas te r  t o  Iiidoriesia - 'che Republic 
l a c k s  one v i t a i  :hing: competence. I ts  o - j c i a l s  h a v ~  ", 
i i e i t h e r  t r a i n i n g  iîûl- expe r i  e 

could he l -  s o l v e  t h a t  problem; a govei-nmciit TrreldinP; 
togethex- :he a b i l i t i e s  o f  Rei1 l i k e  Sukaii S j a h r i - ,  Di-. 
Hat%, a ~ i d  Di-. Soekarna and t h e  c r e a t i v e  enthusiasm OP 
Jog jaka r t a .  3uk iiot eveii t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t he n a t i o n  ' s 
admini~'ci-a';ion of i; he experienced o€.í'icials now beiii; wasted 
i n  Jakarta would be adequate: t h e r e  a re  t o o  few o€  them. 
Tiai i i ing i s  e s s e i i t i a l ,  bu t  who can pi-ovide it ? Not the Dutch. 
It i s  open t o  ques t io i i  - Cvei1 with :he example of Burma 
before  them - whether t h e  Indonesians woulcl accept  s h o r t t e m  
rec ru i tmen t  o f  e x p e r t s  f r o m  o t h e r  coun t r i e s  W e  wei-e 
c i v i l i s e d  tiiheii EuroFe  was i n  the Dark AgesT', a young na t iona -  
list said. wi th  a touch o€ complacency. 

Although t h e  new Indones ia  wants t o  use t h e  West i n  t h e  
form o f  economic a i d  aiîd technique ,  she i s  not  fond. of 'Ghe 

i c i e n c y  i-eigns. 

U n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  whole country under one government 
I ~ I .  

West. This i s  uiideil 
ii1dependcnce, knows 
c a p i t a l  sunk i n  it. 

- .  
s t andab le  i n  u couiii.ti-y which, ach iev ing  

t h a t  it owns noiic of t h e  prociuctive 
A l l  sugai- and rubber estates, f a c t o r i e s  

m i l l s  und o i l  wells, a r c  fÖrCi,gn-owned: Dutch, B 5 i t i s h  a i d  
Amcl-icaiis ai-e Indones i a ' s  c a n i t a l i s t s .  It was t h e  i-esent- 
meiit bül-iî o f  'chis knowledge t h a t  caused. t h e  wanton and 
d i s a s t r o u s  d e s t r u c t i o n  of s o  maiiy es ta tes  aiid. m i l l s  . 
Ind.onesians themselves - t h e s e  charming, c h e e i î u l  people  
whose f a c e s  seem uacomlortable  when t h e y  are  without  a 
smile .  Success depeiids maiiily upon CL s t rong  ;overiment an 
e f f i c i e n t  c i v i l  s e r v i c e -  t o  c o n t r o l  ,th.ose elements who 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  ievo1ui;ion 'means i - d i e f  fi-om .law, and t o  
absorb  i n t o  product ive  laboui- t h e  ìia'Gionalist f i g h t e r s  who 
i n  sti-eams a re  clamouring for goverliment jobs.  

ccoilomic ? 1%- c k ~ e ~ h c " % ~ ~ ~ ? ~ ~ a n ~  be persuaded t o  a c c e p t  
i k  The a l t c i - n a t i v e  could be a second. 3~1~12 .  

The world needs an Lndoizeciaii success  as much u s  t h e  

Can t h e  V i  adv isory  a i d .  as well as 


