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Hedenmiddag bezocht m i j  de Australische Ambassadeur. H i j  
d e e l d e  mij me,de dat z i j n  Regering aan haar vertegenwoordiger i n  
Djakarta opdracht had gegeven aan de Indonesische Regering op- 

e pers opgenomen 

van het telegram 
het Indonesische 

smede een hoofd- 

tgeen w i j  i n  de 
nog vermeld d a t  

binnenlands 
verzet  i n  Nederlands Nieuw-Guinea. 

ik heb de Ambassadeur bedankt voor deze inl icht ingen en 
hem gezegd dat w i j  j u i s t  aan Harer Hajes te i t s  Ambassadeur i n  
Canberra hadden opgedragen de Australische Regering t e  vragen 
tereake i n  Djakarta inl icht ingen t e  willen doen i n w i s e n  zodat 

ra l i sche  Rege- 
r i n g  deze stap reeds had genomen. Ik  heb de Ambassadeur nog ge- 
zegd da t  w i j  hetzelfde verzoek i n  Londen en Washington zouden 
doen. Ik  heb hem toegezegd de heer Lovink over z i j n  mededeling 
t e  zullen i n l i c h t  en. 

Over het bezoek van Chroetsjow bleek de Ambassadeur n i e t  
over meer inl icht ingen t e  beschikken dan w i j  reeds hebben. Met 
name vroeg i k  of de Australische Regering wellicht beschikte 
over gegevens omtrent hetgeen met de Russische hulp thans i n  
Ambon zà1 worden gebouwd. D i t  bleek n i e t  het geval. I k  heb hem 
gezegd da t  volgens onze informaties dr ie  Russische admiraals en 
&Ern generaal enkele dagen voor de komst v a  Chroetsjow i n  D j a -  
kart a arriveerden. 

dreigen van een gewapend conf l ic t ,  z i j  het n i e t  vandaag o f  

) 

I k  heb nog eens benadmikt da t  e r  zonder t w i j f e l  gevaren 

- morgen - 
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morgen dan wellicht over één of  twee jaar, waarbij  op een of 
andere manier een incident za l  worden uitgelokt.  Ook hierom 
was het goed d a t  op verklaringen als die  van Nasution onmiddel- 
l i j k  gereageerd werd. De Ambassadeur acht te  deze verklaringen 
ook daarom verrassend omdat men i n  Canberra nog wel eens ge- 
neigd was er van u i t  t e  gaan d a t  van de z i jde  van Nasution i n  
d i t  opzicht geen gevaren dreigden. Ik  heb hem gezegd da t  w i j  
he t  daarmee n i e t  eens zijn.  
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GENERAL NASUTION TAICES OFF THE GLOVES. 

The Australian Government cannot f a i l  t o  be deeply 
disturbed by General Nasution's speech t o  t he  Indonesian 
Parliament on Saturday. He ca l led  f o r  the  organisation of 
rebe l l ion  against  the  Dutch i n  West New Guinea and f o r  i t s  
f u l l  support by Ihdonesia even i f  Indonesian mi l i ta ry  act ion 
against  t h e  Dutch w a s  involved. "The res i s tance  of the  people 
i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  Vest I r ian" ,  he t o l d  Parliament, "should 
be f o s t e r e d  and in tens i f ied ,  and t h e  Government should 
c l ea r ly  s t a t e  it would support t h a t  res i s tance  even i f  it 
means w a r .  '* 

These would be disquiet ing enough words even i f  they: 
were spoken by a j u n i o r  Minister. General Nasution i s  not 
only Minister f o r  National Security and head of the  Army; 
he shares wi th  President Soekarno the  r e a l  power i n  hdonesia .  
When he says "the Government should" it i s  reasonable t o  i n f e r  
t ha t  he means "the Government w i l l t t  - f o r ,  w i t h  t h e  President,  
he i s  the  effect ive Government of t he  republic. This i n f l a w  
matory and warlike statement, the  strongest t h a t  has ever been 
made on t h e  subject bF any responsible Indonesian, must 
therefore  be taken t o  represent considered Government policy. 

It has t o  be regarded the  more ser iously because General 
Nasution has h i t h e r t o  shown a sensible  caution i n  r e l a t ion  t o  
West New Guinea, leaving t h e  rabble-rousing t o  President Soe- 
karno. Yet he has now out-Heroded Herod. The announcement by 
a man i n  h i s  posi t ion and of h is  reputation - the  one mrm, 
moreover, whom the  Indonesian Army's jealous regional comman- 
ders  could be counted on t o  obey - tha t  the  r u l e r s  o f  Indo- 
nes ia  a re  contemplating the  seizure o f  Dutch Hew Guinea by 
force  of arms comes as a most  unpleasant shock. 

It seems t o  mark a dangerous change i n  Indonesi*rr policy. 
Previously, even the  f i e r i e s t  statenients by President Soekarno 
on West New Guinea have been qual i f ied by the  pos i t ive  assu- 
rance t h a t  Indonesia d i d  not intend t o  use force. Now General 
Nasution puts  mi l i ta ry  act ion first among the  means f o r  
tirecovering" the  t e r r i t o ry .  In  the  same speech t o  Parliament, 
he declared tha t  it would be won f r o m  the  Netherlands " m i l i -  
t a r i l y ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  o r  economically". Indeed, h i s  t h rea t  t o  
organise and support rebe l l ion  i n  a region under t h e  Dutch 
f l a g  could of i t s e l f  be taken as a vei led declaration of  war. 

The question a r i s e s  why General Nasution chose t h i s  
par t icu lar  time t o  make a speech of  such significance. Is  it 
accidental  t h a t  it f o l l o w s  immediately on M r  Khmhchev's assu- 
rance o f  Russia 's  support f o r  the  Indonesian claim t o  West New 
Guinea? It hardly seems l ike ly .  Yet h!ír Krushchev, i n  h i s  r o l e  
of  in te rna t iona l  peacemaker, must surely be somewhat discon- 
certed. The speech nay, OP course, have been prompted by the  
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statements made las t  week by the  Under-Secretary f o r  Nether- 
lands New Guinea Affairs, but i t s  delivekiy during the  
Krushchev v i s i t  w a s  surely calculated. 

v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  secur i ty  and s t a b i l i t y  o f  the  whole 
o f  t h e  i s land  of  New Guinea, and which has announced tha t  it 
supports Dutch sovereignty over West New Guinea, cannot a l l o w  
such a speech t o  pass unnoticed. A f i r m  intimation t o  t he  
Indonesian Government t h a t  Australia,  while anxious t o  pre- 
serve Indonesian fr iendship,  would regard armed i n t  ervention 
i n  West New Guinea as an unfriendly ac t  might help t o  c rea te  
a grea te r  sense of  respons ib i l i ty  i n  Djakarta. 

In  any event, t he  Australian Government, which has a 


