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Subject :  Indonesian Attack r l a n s  i n  Case Dutch Do N o t  
A g e e  t o  New Guinea Transfer  by End o f  1962. 

Source: A high-ranking o f f i c i a l  of  t he  Indonesian Foreign 
Department, f rom t a l k s  with F i r s t  Deputy Foreign 
U i n i s t e r  Suwito and f r o m  o f f i c i a l  Foreign Depart- 
ment d i scuss ions  before Foreign i i l inister Subandrio 
departed f o r  ashington. 

I .  On the  b a s i s  o f  Foreign Liinister Subandrio 's  
i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s  f r o m  '?Jashington s t a t i n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  some chance t h e  h t c h  w i l l  agree t o  
Indones i a ' s  demand t h a t   est I r i a n  be t r a n s -  
f e r r e d  t o  Indonesia by t h e  end o f  1962, Z res iden t  
Sukarno has  au thor ized  Subandrio t o  cont inue  h i s  i t a l k s  i n  Washington u n t i l  Augus t  i ,  a t  which time 
he must r e t u r n  t o  Indonesia  t o  r e x o r t  t o  Sukarno. 
Or ig ina l ly ,  Subandrio was au tho r i zed  t o  t a l k  only 
u n t i l  Ju ly  25 and then  r e t u r n  t o  Djakarta .  I f  the  
Dutch have riot  agreed t o  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  J e s t  I r i a n  
by t h e  end o f  1962 when Subandrio r e t u r n s  t o  Indo-  
n e s i a ,  the  dec i s ion  t o  a t t a c k  , ' ,est I r i a n  w i l l  be 
made the f i r s t  week i n  August and c a r r i e d  out 
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  

2. i r e s i d e n t  Sukarno's i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  l 'oreign 
&",n is te r  Subandrio be fo re  h i s  de: a r t u r e  for 
'ivashington t a l k s  f i r m l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  the  Dutch 
would  have t o  agree  t o  t r a n s f e r  West I r i a n  t o  
Indonesia by t h e  end o f  1962 o r  Indonesia  would 
take  t h e  a r e a  by armed f o r c e .  P res iden t  Sukarno 
has  ordered that f u l l  p repa ra t ions  be made f o r  
l a rge-sca le  a t t a c k s  on  West I r i a n  i n  e a r l y  August if 
the t a l k s  i n  Vlashington have n o t  accomplished 
Indones i a ' s  m i n i m u m  o b j e c t i v e s  by the f i r s t  o f  
August. Subandrio and General H ida ja t  have been 
t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  v J i l l  be no  slowdown o f  a t t a c k  
c repa ra t ions  u n t i l  t h e  Dutch have. agreed t o  
i ndones i a ' s  terms. Because of the t e c h n i c a l  
problems i n  p repar ing  1arge;scale a t t a c k s ,  General  
Hida ja t  has  been s p e c i f i c a l l y  charged by Sukarno 
with sending sepa ra t e  comments and sugges t ions  
concerning a t t a c k  p repa ra t ions  based on h i s  
es t imate  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f r o m  I x r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
t he  t a l k s  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  Subandrio. 

3. Source C o m e n t :  

On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t a l k s  w i t h  persons c lose  t o  
k res ident  Sukarno, such as  S t a t e  Sec re t a ry  I chsan ,  
it seems t h a t  Sukarno i s  worr ied about l o s i n g  PKI 
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( I a r t a i  Komunis Indones ia )  and l e f t i s t  
suppor t  u n l e s s  he can show that Indones ia  
has  triumphed over the  Dutch and forced  
the  Dutch t o  g ive  i n  +J Sukarno 's  promise 
t h a t  West I r i a n  w i l l  b e  under Indones ia  
c o n t r o l  by  1963. Since Sukarno 's  whole l i f e  
has been spen t  a s  a r evo lu t iona ry  f i g h t i n g  
western imper ia l i sm,  he i s  m o s t  r e l u c t a n t  
t o  do anyth ing  which might d i m  t h e  l u s t e r  o f  
his h i s t o r i c a l  r o l e  a s  a g r e a t  r evo lu t iona ry  
l e a d e r  of the  Afro-Asian na t ions .  He t h e r e f o r e  
does n o t  w a n t  t o  a l i e n a t e  a l a r g e  segment o f  
h i s  domest ic  support  and put  himself  i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  where he may be accused o f  j o in ing  
w i t h  t he  c a p i t a l i s t s  and i m p e r i a l i s t s .  Sukarno 
knows f u l l  we l l  t h a t  he i s  drawing c l o s e r  t o  
the  United S t a t e s  and the ';/est and drawing 
away f r o m  the  Sovie ts  i f  he f u l l y  accep t s  t he  
bunker p l a n  and obta ins  West I r i a n  wi thout  any 
f u r t h k r  show of fo rce .  Therefore ,  Sukarno f e e l s  
he can j u s t i f y  a peacefu l  r e t u r n  o f  ;Viest I r i a n  
only i Î  he demands a n d  o b t a i n s  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  
West I r i a n  by t h e  beginning o f  1963. 

4. Source Comment: 

I n  t h e  per iod  o f  read jus tment  atld some confusion 
f o l l o w i n ,  the  i n i t i a l  s t e p s  i n  r eo rgan iz ing  the  
armed f o r c e s ,  General Nasution has beeiI l e f t  out 
o f  many t o p  d i scuss ions  concern ing  West I r i a n .  
Therefore ,  whatever i n f luence  Tgasution migh-i; 
hzve exe r t ed  t o  cause Sukarno t o  take a more 
reasonable  a t t i t u d e  has been  l o s t  and t h e r e  is 
no one, i nc lud ing  Foreign b,ini; ter Subendrio,  
who i; able  t o  e x e r t  a t e l l i n g  inf luence  on  
Sukurno concertlinu ' , /es t  I r i a n .  

27 July, 1962. 


