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What has been our so l i cy  

I. Ye recognise Dutoh sovereitmty or’ .Jest Raw Guinea We have I , 

sugported enù continue t o  supsor t t h i s  sovereignty. 

We say that if sovereignty is to be ciianged it m u s t  be by l e g a l  2. 

methods, i.e. ty sane means w h i c h  in te r&t iona l  law accepts a. 

recognises. 

Xe have i n  Unitqd Nations taicen up posi t ion that Indonesian 

submissions on t h i s  Netherlands t e r r i t o ry  are nei ther  ‘in subat- 

3. 

nor i n  form w i t h i n  the e f fec t ive  ju r id i c t ion ,o f  the politioal 

organisation of t h e  United Xbtiorru,  that  i t  is not funotion of 

General Assembly t o  in te rpre t  agreements nor pass judgenaents on 

questions of t e r r i t o r i a l  sovereignty. Thks did  not -..d &el not 

exclude a reference by par t i e s  t o  Internat ional  Court .  

4. ‘He have advocated and s t i l l  advocate reference t o  Internat ional  - 
Court of Indonesian d a i m  t o  Sovereignty. The Duton have 

previously expressed t h e i r  willingness Indonesia has refused. 

We have always maintained that paramount in t e re s t  uitiarately ia 5. 

that of indigenous population. 

but  looks t o  fu tu re  i n  terms self-determination. 

f o r  Australian New Guinea anu Pagua. 

This view recogni’aas .sovereignty 

The same goes 

Has there been any change 1 

No. 

had opportunity of s t a t i n g  Austral ia’s  positioh,. 

On two ocoasions during Dr. Subandrids  very welcome v i s i t  I 

I w i l l  put t o  ~ 

House that pos i t ion  i n  substant ia l ly  t h e  same terms i n  whioh as 

Prime Minister I s t a t ed  it  t o  Dr. Subandrio : 

(a )  ire a r e  and always have’been of opinion that Netherlanda thas 

sovereignty over ‘tiest New Guinea. If. a s  you clearly do, 



you dispute t h i s  matter it siioilld be üetermined by a lawful  

prooess, ioco e i the r  Dy adjudication or by agreement a r r iveä  

a t  i n  f r e e  aiscussion. 

de a r e  cer ta in ly  not prepared t o  urge D u t c h  t o  negotiate 

You have made i t  c lear  publicly i n  Austral ia  that your 

conception of negotiation is that it  should lead t o  and work 

out conditions,of a t ransfer  of sovereignty. Under these 

circumstances f o r  US t o  urge Dutch t o  negotiate would be t o  

take up posi t ion that we d e s i r e - t o  see sovereignty changed 

T h i s  would be c lear  reversal  of our policy and mg will not 

do it. de w i l l  therefore not advocate a negotiation. 

But  should Indonesia and Netherlands come t o  SOW agreement 

i n  fu ture  about sovereignty we w i l l  reco&se and respect it 

S u s t  as we expect our oim sovereignty t o  be recognised. 
I 

T h i s  is not t o  say that 'we a re  not dee-ly concerned w i t t -  

fu ture  of' indigenous populations in  New Guinea Xe are moat 

concerned We a r e  develooing our own portions of N m  Guinea 

a l m g  l i n e s  which w i l l ,  we boy, i n  due course, lead t o  self- 

determination d e  expect aiinilar po l ic ies  i n  .'Test New Guinea. 

Je ivoulä des i re  t ha t  Indonesia should publicly affirm that 

force w i l l  not be resorted t o  i n  crder t o  es tab l i sh  

t e r r i t o r i a l  clainis 

her avn security.  

T h i s  -ninciple  is v i t a l  t o  Australia and 

W e  would think i t  a tragedy if our differences on matter of 

Pes t  Kew Guinea and Netherlands should impair development of 

sensible  f r iendship and m u t w l  understanding between our two 

countries Indonesia is our nearest neighbour of grea t  

yopulation ïle both na:re rnuch t o  gain from seace fie a re  not 
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disposed t o  fall i n to  war , < i t h  each other I n  your search 

fo r  democratic government snd elluiinistration your dangers, 

l i k e  OUTS, come from unaernocratic atìd aszressive yorld 

movements. 

You w i l l  f ind  Australians ins t inc t ive ly  fr iendly people, clear 

i n  t h e i r  views about Xew Guinea for vivicìly remembered historic 

reasons, and st i l l  grievously disturbed by j our  treatment of 

D u t c h  a s se t s  ' aut if we can i so i a t e  these mattess of 

difference,  and see theui dea l t  w i t h  in  lawful way, there  i s  DO 

reason why we should not l i v e  as f r iendly neighbours, w i t h  

m u t u a l  assis tance and tolerance, w i t h  common hopes and . 

i n t e re s t s .  

? 

(g) 

J o i n t  Coauunidue of h o  blinisters was desi'gned t o  Cïve effect to 

. these propositions. Nhat a re  cornplaints.Dr. 7 Evatt  must Pace up to 

some spec i f i c  questions - 
i . 0 D o e s  he regard a disputed t e r r i t o r i a l  c l a i m  a s  unfit for e 

adjudication i n  the In te rna t iona l  Court, supreme aàjuàiGating 

organ of United Nations. For thoush he says there i a  nothing 

t o  decide the  fac t  is that Indonesia does claim as against the 

D u t c h  sovereignty over ,:est New Guinea 

j u s t i f i a b l e  issue . 
Suppose Inüonesia decided to accept j u r i sd i c t ion  of Court. 

Would Dr. Xvatt deny t ha t  ju r i sd ic t ion ;  if so, wby ? 

If Court  decided issue of sovereignty i n  favour of Indonesia, 

would Dr. Sva t t  ( i n  ay place) repudiate decision or aooapt it ? 

Should be accept, how would case d i f f e r  frm a t ransfer  of 

sovereignty f r ee ly  agreed upm betweer, two p a r t i e s  pr inc ipa l  

Can Court do by judpent ;  what ;ar t ies  cannot do by f r e e  

agreement or settlement ? Should he r e j ec t  üecision, what 

would he do t o  make h i s  rejection ef fec t ive .  %ould-he move 

There i s  thus alear 

2. 

, 
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United Nations t o  overrule Court ? 

b o t h  the Dutch  and Indonesians, each of whom had ex hypothesi 

ir'ould he quarrel  with 

accepted ju r i sd i c t ion  of tile dcjurt ? 

t/t the United Nations would vote t o  overrule t h e  Court 2 

, ioli ld he really think 

But pursue matter fur ther  

named Labour Goverment Australia,  chief ly  moved on t h i s  

i)r. Subandrio is reported to have 

matter by Dr.  Evatt  himself, as midwife of new Indonesian 

Republic Suppose D u t c h  had, a t  Sandover, i nduded  Netherlamia 

New Guinea w i t h  Netherlands Java and Sumatra and the r e 8 t . d  

Netherlands East Indies i n  t ransfer .  . I;Foulâ Dr. Evatt ,  as 

midwife ,  have refused t o  del iver  addi t ional  c h i l d  1 W h a t  

could or  would Labour Government have done had Vest New Guinea 

been included, and if  Dutch at s m e  future t ime,  exercising 

t h e i r  own judgement (and we a r e  c lear  that any decision m u s t  be 

made freely and not  under threat  or duress), were t o  decide to  

add Nest New Guinea t o  the t ransfer ,  notwithstanding the faof 

that we recognise and c lear ly  support t he i r  claim t o  

sovereignty, w h a t  could o r  would an Australian Government, do 

except recognise new sovereignty a s  lawful. It i5  said that 

we have changed our policy I venture to  a s se r t  that i t \ i s  

Labour Party which has changed its policy. 

Dr. Evat t  s a i d  the l i i n i s t e r  seem to  suppose that if 

On Vednesday l a s t  

sovereignty over >?est j\;m Guinea fesid9s i n  Xetherlanús i t  aan 

be t ransferred a t  w i l l  of the Xetherlands t o  Indonesia and 

that w i l l  t; t h a  end of the watter. But it is not: But  i n  

1949 Dr. Bvatt 's  Government thought t h e  natter one between 

Indonesia and Netherlands. Thus, on October 7 1949, i n  

answer t o  a question by Ur. Fak inde r ,  DY. Watt  as Aiinister 

said Sovereignty of D u t c h  New Guinea is i n  Nether lanb  and I t  

is for  the Netherlands t o  say whether Dutch New Guinea shall 
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Come i n t o  agreement. 

Guinea with Indonesian Republic and future  govsrnment of t e r r i t o r i e s  
concerned a re  matters primarily for  Dutch 2nd Indonesian Govrrnments. 

I repea t  t n a t  our i n t m e s t  i s  tha t  thene ;!?OIII.~ bo ri neacerul settlement 

of t h s t  question. 

misinterpretat ion of words would not oppose such an agreement. These 
words have been twisted t o  mean t h a t  Australia will actually encourage 

making of such agreement. 

c l ea r  t o  Dr. Subandrio i n  statements I have already recalled.  
could not be our a t t i tude .  
Dutch sovereignty but have a l s o  supported Netherlands i n  the  United Nations. 
30 clearly have we contemplated continuance of i t c h  administration that 
a s  recent ly  as Noveinber 6th 1957 Australian and Netherlands Government8 

publ ic ly  defined j o i n t l y  agreed pr inc ip l r s  being followed i n  respect of 
t h e i r  New Guinea t e r r i t o r i e s .  These principles  included declarat ion of  basic 

importance of i n t e r e s t s  and inal ienable  r i g h t s  of indigenous inhabi tants  and 
need for co-operation i n  policy and aàministration having regard t o  geographi- 

cal and ethnological associat ion betmen two sections of New Guinea. 
govermeilts agreed t h a t  they would continue and strengthen t h e i r  co-operation. 

In conclusion they s a i d  i n  so doing two governments a r e  determined t o  promote 
an uninterrupted development of t h i s  process u n t i l  such time as inhabi tants  

of t e r r i t o r i e s  concerned w i l l  be in a posi t ion t o  determine t h e i r  own future. 
Nothing that we  have sa id  o r  done modifies or  contradicts this Jo in t  Dedar&- 
t i o n  i n  any way. 
of recent Communique, they will see t h a t  our non-opposition o r t  as I would 
prefer  t o  say, our recognition i s  t o  a t tach  on ly  i f  and a f t e r  an agrement 
i s  reached between Netherlands and Indonesia as pa r t i e s  principal,  arrived at 
by peacekrl processes and i n  accordcnce with in te rna t iona l ly  accepted 
principles.  
contains a t  least three other statements about New Guinea which are of 
s ignif icance fo r  Australia. The first i s  that it i s  now on record i n  this 
j o i n t  document which w i l t  be studied i n  Indonesia t h a t  Australia not ÓaY 
recognises Nethrrlands sovereignty but. a l s o  recognises i n  respect  of New 
Guinea pr inc ip les  of self-determination. 

that any agreement should accord with internat ional ly  accepted principles. '  

Those pr inciples  are i n  soine important ways expressed i n  Charter of United 
Wations. 
and t h e i r  ult imate r i g h t  of  self-determination. 

From our  point of view relat ionship of Dutch New 

dhole of t h i s  controversy appears t o  have sprung fron 

This is not our a t t i tude ,  as we made crystal .  
It just 

For years we have not on ly  accepted and supported 

Two 

If Honourable Members w i l l  look a t  relevant paragraph 

It seems t o  have been overlooked by some t h a t  t h i s  Conmiwlipe 

Second i s  that we  have s t ipu la ted  

irhey cer ta in ly  include recognition o f  du t ies  t o  nat ive peoples 

(As 
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M r ,  Joska pointed out  t o  Housz Tliursda;? l a s t ,  on i r i a r m t i o n a l  pr inc ip les  

binding on Indonesia, Ketnerlancis and Australia a s  uienher nations of 

United Nations, a s  expressed i p  Ar t ic le  7 j  of' Charter, \YB t h i n i t  tha t  

under tha t  A r t i c l e  a l l  inhabitants of' Yebv Juinea, , test or das t ,  whoever  

has the responsibi l i ty  of administration, have in t e re s t s  declared t o  be 

pazarnount. These, a s  I iiave said,  a re  xeferred t o  i n  J o i n t  Communique 

and were emphasised by us i n  discussiom) 

expressly renounces t h e  use of force t o  sus ta in  i ts  claim t o  ;Vest New 

Guinea. I n  view some tgrea ts  and runours of th rea ts  we a t t ach  gfeat  . 

importance t o  t h i s  statement, a s  no doubt w i l l  other powers concernad 

The th i rd  is t h h t  Indonesia a 

i n  peace of South das t  Asia and South ,,est'Pacii?ic. 

aspect of t h i s  matter t o  which I would w i s h  t o  W e  brief reference. 

de have s t a t e d  that we w i l l  not put pressure on e i the r  of p a r t i e s  t o  

come t o  any new drangements. 

a r e  not forge t t ing  our spec ia l  re la t ions  w i t h  Netherlands, our Joint 

Declaration of  November 1957 an4 the iigportance we a t t ach  t o  development 

'There is another 

It should huiever be understood t h a t  we 

' 

of indigenous inhabitants of Xew Guinea as a vvhole. % e  therefore have a 

l i v e l y  ancl continuing in t e re s t  i n  t he ' r e su l t  of any negotiations, should 

the  Netherlands f r ee ly  decide t o  engage i n  them. Ye would therefore 

natural ly  expect t o  have our voice heard on iratters which a f f e c t  future 

of New Guinea. 

negotiate,  but c lear ly  any negotiation would r e l a t e  t o  a var ie ty  of 

aspects of fu tu re  of dest N e w  Guinea and i t a  intia»itants. 

?/e a re  not aware of' any Netherlands intent ion t o  

Conclusion. It is I t h i n k  unfortunate that our f r iendly and frank but 

c i v i l i s e d  t a lks  w i t h  a near and s ignif icant  neighbour should have given 

rise, here and there  t o  such intemperate Porsbdings.  Aiy o m  Goverment 

has c lear  record of' f r iendly association d i t h  Dutch, d i t h  wnom we have and 

w i l l  expand a s  opportunity offers  administrative contacts,  t o  wnich I 

have re fer red  i n  respect !S OU various sections or' New Guinea. ;Ye have 
made it  p l a i n  that Dutch w i l l  most cer tainly be unäer no pressure from us 

e i the r  t o  negotiate or withdraw, but i t  would be of femive  



t o  them t o  suggest that they  a r e  not t h e i r  own masbers. In  these as i n  
o ther  things,  we have equally made it c lear  t o  Indonesia t h a t  apar t  from 
our firmly held views on Dutch issues, we desire  friendship,  understanding 
and peace. Before 

I f in i sh  I would like t o  r e i t e r a t e  Aus t ra l ia ' s  genuine i n t e r e s t  i n  the 

welfare of the young and growing nation of Indonesia. 
impressed by the v i s i t  we have j u s t  had from Dr. Subandrio ind ica t ing  as 
it did his Government's r ea l  desire for co-operation. 

by Dr. Sirbandrio himself paraonaUy and 8s the representat ive of a vary 
significant neighbour whose scores of millions of people live so d o s e  t o  U8 

and whose good w i l l  i s  so important for our 6wn future.  ' I a bound t o  
say t h a t  his f r iendly,  well-informed and i n t e l l i g e n t  approach t o  us and 
his explanations of Indonesian probleias have done nothing but good in'clearing 
the  air of misconceptions which may have existed i n  some minds. 
i l l -considered c r i t i c i sms  o f  the outcome of his v i s i t  damage r e ì a t ions  
strengthened by t h i s  visit, it would be a s tep  backnards. I hope that there 
will be an  end t o  doubts and fears now t h a t  our  posi t ion has been made c9.w. 

We think t h a t  recent t a l k s  advanced these desires ,  

We were all 

We were impressed 

Should 



.T h e-#.a.g-a--e, Febnrary 24th - Folhrwhg is the f u l l  t ex t  of the statement made by 
- the Australian Minister f o r  Bxternal Affairs,  Mr. R.G. Casey, i n  the House of Repre- 
senta t i v e s  , Canberra, 

*' The matter of our re la t ionships  wi th  the Netherlands a d  Indonesia i n  respect 
of Western New Guinea i s  not one t h a t  has a r i s en  i n  the l a s t  few weeks. It  has  been an 
ac t ive  matter of publ ic  discussion over a great many years and h a s  been debated a t  length 
i n  the United Nations General Assembly on a number of occasions over t h a t  period. It has 
been elevated i n  the  minds of t h e  people of Indonesia i n t o  a prime issue dis turbing 
re la t ions  with a number of other countries.  On consequence the Australian government con- 
sidered it m o s t  important t h a t  during Dr. Subandrio's v i s i t  t o  A u s t r a l i a  we shou ld  j o h  
i n  an e f f o r t  designed t o  put the matter; i n t o  i t s  proper proportion and a l l o w  cooperation 
between Indonesia and Australia t o  proceed f r u i t f u l l y  and constructively i r respect ive of 
any continuing difference about Dutch New Guinea. I believe tha t  t h i s  objective has  
been advanced and tha t  D r .  Subandrio's v i s i t ,  h i s  t a l k s  wi th  Australian Ministers and 
the J o h t  Announcement tha t  concluded the meeting, w i l l  a l l  contribute t o  b e t t e r  re la t ions  
between Australia and our nearest  ne ighba r .  In the course of our many discussions we 
mac'- it c lear  t o  Dr. Subandrio tha t  Australia has not only recogniged but continues t o  
reL,$nise Dutch sovereignty i n  Western New minea .  we said we'would not propose any diange 
i n  t h a t  sovereignty, b u t  Dr. Subandrio asked another question. He asked what Auc t r a lh ' s  
posi t ion would be i f  Indonesia by Iiwful and peaceful means were t o  come to  an agreement 
with t h e  Netherlands Ln regard t o  Western New Guinea. The nature of t h a t  agreement was 
unspecified and na tura l ly  so. Nor could the Australian government be expected t o  enter  
in to  any discussion w i t h  the  Indonesian Foreign Minister a s  t o  the nature of such an 
agreement because the question is  a hypothetical one and, i n  any case, continuing t o  
recognise, a s  we do, Netherlands sovereignty, we were not prepared t o  enter i n t o  d i s -  
cussions with the  Indonesian government on a possible régime t o  replace the Dutch. But 
faced with a d i r e c t  question a s  t o  what we s h a l d  do i f  peacefully and lawfully the Dutch 
and Indonesians came t o  an agreement on Western New Guinea, there was only one answer 
we could give. We would recognise the agreement,'or, a s  the Joint Announcenent said,  
we would not  appose i t .  B u t  we made it c lear  t o  Dr. Subandrio tha t  we would take no 
i n i t i a t i v e  i n  advising the Dutch t o  en ter  i n t o  negotiations.  There a r e  i n  the broad two 
aspects of the Western New Guinea questbn on which we a re  a t  variance wi th  Indonesians. 
We recognise Dutch sovereignty whereas Indonesian8 claim it for themselves. me a l s o  
believe tha t  there should be preserved fo r  the  people of Western New Guinea an opportunity 
for self-dotermina t ion ,  whereas Indonesia wants t o  incorporate Western New Guinea a s  an 
in tegra l  p a r t  of Indonesia. These points  of vhriance a r e  exp l i c i t l y  s e t  out i n  the Joint  
An. rncement t h a t  D r .  Subandrio and I made a t  the con'clusion of h i s  v b i t  t o  Australia.  
There was a f u l l  explanation of considerations which have led each country to a d i f f e ren t  
view over West'New Guinea (West I r i an )  wi th  Australia recognising Netherlands sovereignty 
and recognising the  pr inciple  of self-determination. This difference remains. Of these two 
matters, sovereignty and self-.determination, I have already discussed sovereignty. 
Australia recognises Dutch sovereignty, b u t  on the matter of self-determination I s h a l l  
say something more. The Dutch i n  administering t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  i n  New Guinea accept 
m e  provision of Chapter X I  of the Charter of the United Nations which is  a declarat ion 
regarding non-self-governing t e r r i t o r i e s .  Under t h i s  Chapter members of the United Nations 
w i t h  respons ib i l i t i es  for' administration of t e r r i t o r i e s  whose people have not yet attained 
a f u l l  measure of self-government recognise the pr indiple  t h a t  the i n t e r e s t s  of the 
inhabi tants  of these t e r r i t o r i e s  a r e  paramount. 

' 



t t wi th in  the They accept  a s  a sacred t r u s t  t h e  ob l iga t ion  t o  promote ti, L ~ I ~ :  

system of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and s e c u r i t y  e s t ab l i shed  by the  C h a r t p r  tr-c well-being 
of the i n h a b i t a n t s  of t hese  t e r r i t o r i e s .  They agree ,  among o ther  th ings ,  t o  develop 
self-government and promote cons t ruc t ive  measures fo r  develppment arid a l s o  t o  repor t  
r e g u l a r l y  t o  the  S e c r e t a r y  General f o r  information purposes c e r t a i n  infa,rmatlon on 
t e r r i t o r i e s .  Thus,  i n  accordance w i t h  A r t i c l e  73 of the  United N a t i o n s  Char te r ,  the  Dutch 
give the  United Nations an annual r e p w t  which i s  discussed I-very year i n  the  m n e r a l  
Assembly. The Dutch have se t  as  t h e i r  goal  eventual self-determimi t l o n  for  t he  indigenous 
people of t he  t e r r i t o r y .  This  p o l i c y  h a s  been a s se r t ed  many t iws  bi. the Dutch. For 
example, t h e  Queen of t h e  Netherlands on September 16th,  1952 s t a t e d  t h a t  hek government 
would promote t h e  development of Western New Guinea s o  t h a t  i n  due cc,vrse the  populat ion 
would be enabled t o  decide on i t s  fu tu re .  In  October 1956 the Netherlands government 
s t a t e d  the  Nether lands would promote t h e  development of the  t e r r i t o r y  t o  such an  e x t e n t  
t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n  of the p r i n c i p l e  of se1 f-determina t ion  would be a ccelera'ed. These 
s t a t emen t s  have been r e i t e r a t e d  and confirmed by Netherlands spokesmen i n  the United 
Na t i o n s  General Assembly. T h i s  ob jec t ive  l i e s  behind the j o i n t l y  agreed p r i n c i p l e s  enun- 
c i a t ed  by t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  and Netherlands governments on November b t h ,  1957 r e l a t i n g  t o  
cooperat ion between t h e i r  r e spec t ive  adminis t ra  t i o n s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  of New Guinea. 
A s  suggested t o  D r .  Subandrio and a s 3  s t a t e d  i n  this House l a s t  Triursday, t h i s  programme 
of adminis t ra  t i v e  cooperat ion w i t h  Netherlands i n  New Guinea w i l l  mn t inue ,  The Aus t r a l i an  
and Nether lands governments have i n  f a c t  r e c e n t l y  accepted the recommendations prepared 
i n  Canberra l a s t  October by o f f i c i a l s  of Netherlands and Aus t r a l i an  admin i s t r a t ions  i n  
Y Guinea designed t o  g ive  e f f e c t  t o  our agreement on adminis t ra ' t ive cooperat ion.  In  
s..art, t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  p o s i t i o n  of recognis ing the  r i g h t  of the Dutch t o  make an agreement 
on t h e  fu tu re  of t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  i s  s t a t e d  aga ins t  a c e r t a i n  background. That backgraund 
c o n s i s t s  of t h e  repea ted ly  declared Dutch a t t i t u d e s  towards the r ï g h t s  of the i n h a b i t a n t s .  
i n  t h e  f a c e  of t h e s e  s ta tements  i t  would be somewhat gratui tuouc for  the  Aus t r a l i an  govern- 
ment t o  o f f e r  t h e  Nether lands government pub l i c  advice  about t he  i n t e r e s t s  of the  inhabi-  
t a n t s  a t  a t i m e  when t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  of a change i n  Netherïarids po l i cy .  A s  I have 
s a i d ,  we did n o t  i n  our t a l k s  w i t h  D r .  Subandrio d i scuss  any a l t e n n a t i v e  t o  the  p r e s e n t  
Dutch admin i s t r a t ion .  The Dutch a r e  the re .  They have pledged themselves both by t h e i r  
own e f f o r t s  and i n  cooperat ion wi th  A u s t r a l i a  t o  work towards self-government and self-  
de te rmina t ion  f o r  the  peoples  of Western N e w  Guinea. The i r  sovere ignty  is recognised by 
A u s t r a l i a  and w e  a r e  working a c t i v e l y  wi th  themsin pursuance of many common i n t e r e s t s .  
As I sa id  i n  t h i s  House on February 18th ,  t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of w r  a t t t i tude  contained i n  
the  J o i n t  Announcement r ep resen t s  no new depar ture  i n  po l i cy .  The s imple  f a c t  is t h a t  t h e  
p a r t i e s  p r i n c i p a l  i n  t h i s  mat ter  of Western New Guinea a r e  the  Netherîands and Indonesia .  
As I have s a i d  on many occasions,  Aus t r a l i a  is  no more dnd no less thain a very i n t e r e s t e d  
t h i r d  pa r ty .  AS such we can i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  and p r a c t i c e  not  p r o h i b i t  a d i rec t  
d i scuss ion  between t h e  p a r t i e s  p r i n c i p a l  and we would have no f i rm gromds  on which t o  
oppose any arrangement f r e e l y  reached by the p a r t i e s  p r i n c i p a l .  But t h i s  does not  mean t h a t  
we would be i n d i f f e r e n t  or wi thout  a view which we would express  dur ing  any such negotia- 
t, A i f  i t  were t o  t ake  p l ace .  Indeed, i t  would be incons i s t en t  w i t h  a l l  we have s a i d  
p u b l i c l y  i n  the  p a s t  i f  we wece s i l e n t  i n  such circumstances.  In corx lus ion  l e t  me 
repea t  w h a t  I sa id  a t  t he  s t a r t .  Dr, Subandrio v i s i t e d  tliis w t n t r y  at ,  t he  i n v i t a t i o n  
of the  Aus t r a l i an  government i n  order  t o  promote understanding and cccpera t ion  between 
our two couct r ies .His  v i s i t  was  very use fu l .  He and his par ty  made exce l l en t  impression. 
We were a b l e  t o  exp la in  our r e spec t ive  p o s i t i o n s ,  and the r e l a t i o n s  between Aus t r a l i a  
and Indonesia have undoubtedly bene f i t  ted". 
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