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Gedeelte van de rede van de heer Bingham (Verenigde Staten) in de 
Pledre Vergadering op 22 november 1961 

I fihould now like to hun to another matter. The dispute over the territory of 
West New Guinea provides this Assembly with a great challenge and an unusual 
OPPordtY. I shall not attempt to review the tangled history of this dispute, nor 
Presme to pronounce judgement on the conflicting claims of the Governments 
of Indonesia and the Netherlands. However, hopefully, the barren confrontation 
of claims and COUnter-ClaimS is nearing its end. Provided the Assembly acts with 
judicious realism, this territory may soon cease to be a focus of international 
disputation. Indeed, it may weli serve as a model for responsible decolonization. 

My Government regards as imaginative and constructive the initiative which the 
Government of the Netherlands has taken in proposing its relinquishment of 
control over West New Guinea, with a United Nations administration for an 
interim period. The basic condition set by the Government of the Netherlands is 
that the inhabitants of the territory be afforded the right to exercise freedom of 
choice with regard to the ultimate disposition of the area. The position of the 
United States on the principle of self-determination is Weil known, and we perceive 
no valid reason why an appropriate expression of the will of the people should be 
denied the inhabitants of West New Guinea. 

On the other hand, while we welcome the general nature of the Netherlands 
proposal, in our opinion the Netherlands draft resolution (A/L. 354) represents 
completely the point of view of its sponsor, and does not sufficiently recognize 
the intense Indonesian interest in the Territory. 

We believe that there is no purpose to be gained by attempting to ignore, as 
does the Netherlands draft resolution, the claim of Indonesia to sovereignty over 
the territory the latter calls Irian Barat. The Assembly should, in our view, 
not be asked to accept either the Netherlands claim to sovereignty or the Indo- 
nesian claim. Whatever it does should be without prejudice to either side. In the 
light of the dispute that exists, the proper course in accordance with the United 
Nations Charter would seem to be to assure the people of the area an opportunity 
at the proper time to express their own choice as to their political future, under the 
aegis of the United Nations. 

In order to assure this result, we believe that any resolution adopted by the 
Assembly should make perfectly clear that the administration of the area would be 
mned  over by the Dutch to the United Nations by a certain date. The conditions 
for the transfer would be laid down by the seventeenth session of the General 
Assembly, after receiving the recommendations of a small commission comprised 
of disinterested Member States. 

We believe that such a United Nations administration, leading to the expression 
of choice by the people of the area, should provide to Indonesia every reasonable 
oppormity to pursue its objective of achieving the integration of west New 
Guinea with Indonesia. Durhg the interim period, Netherlands Control would 
have been ended and an impartial United Nations administration would be in 
compiete conaol. We would assume that under such an administration Indonesia 
wodd have access to the area. 

We do not believe that the proposal of the delegation of India (A/L. 367) offers a 
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definitive solution to the problem we confront. Much as we would like to sec: a 
reconciliation of the views of the Netherlands and Indonesia on t h i s  maner, and 
much as we would welcome friendly discussions between the disputants, we wodd 
poht out that similar proposals for simple bilateral negotiations have been pre- 
sented here before and rejected. We believe that any resolution on this matter now 
must take into account the new developments which are represented by the ex- 
pressed willingness of the Netherlands to relinquish its control over the territory 
to the United Nations. 

Moreover, in our view, adoption of a simple appeal to the parties to negotiate 
would amount to rejecting - or at least ignoring - the idea that the people of the 
area should be given the right of self-determination. Indeed, we note with SOITOW 
that the draft resolution offered by the Indian delegation makes no mention of tlhe 
people of West New Guinea, and it seems to accept the notion that their political 
füture can, and indeed should, be settled by others without taking their views into 
account. 

The right of self-determination is a basic right under the Charter and under 
resolution 1514 (XV). The representative of India, Mr. Krishna Menon, in effect 
stated here the other day that he could not accept the idea of a United Nations 
commission, since this would be tacit acceptance that the sovereignty of the area 
was open to dispute. But that is precisely the case : Indonesia, claims sovereignty, 
and its claim is supported by a number of delegations, including India. But the 
Netherlands also claims sovereignty, and its claim is likewise supported by a 
number of delegations. 

Thus, this would seem to be a case in which the principle of self-determination 
is entirely appropriate, and indeed offers the only practical and just way out of an 
impasse which has now continued for more than a decade. 

One h a l  point: we have every reason to hope and believe that the Indonesian 
Government can and will accept the idea of self-determination for West New 
Guinea, provided that the administration of the process is impartial, and provickd 
that Indonesia would have every appropriate access to the area. We believe that it 
would dearly be in Indonesia’s interest to accept the prospective Dutch with- 
drawal from West New Guinea and then to pursue Indonesia’s objectives through 
peaceful means. This is a complex matter which will take time, patience and 
concerted effort by ail concerned. 


